WORLD LANGUAGE WEEK AS
AN ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITY

Don’t forget to..........
* Call the local newspaper
* Take lots of photos to put
on display later
* include all community
members
* Ask local businesses for
donations
* Offer activities to the
entire school regardless of
language being studied

But most
importantly,
have fun!!!!!!!

Tips and information
contributed by Lillian
Ramos, Spanish
teacher at R.J. Grey
Junior High School in
Acton, Massachusetts.
PLEASE CONTACT JESSICA CLIFFORD
AT JCLIFFORD27@GMAIL.COM WITH
ANY QUESTIONS
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Every March, schools and other learning
institutions across the United States
celebrate World Language Week. Here
are some tips and information that can be
used to turn your
celebration into an event
that will showcase the
work of your students and
teachers in your
community!

Possible Activities
* Decorate the school lobby
with artifacts, materials and
language signs that represent
the ethnic backgrounds of all
school/community members.
The celebration should not be
limited only to the languages
offered in the school.
* If your school has display
cases in the hallways, ask for
permission to use them in
order to create displays that
represent various languages
and cultures.
* Organize an international
breakfast that all students
may attend for a nominal fee
(enough to cover food
purchased).

Planning
It is crucial to be well organized and plan all of
your activities well head of time. Begin
thinking about the activities that you would like
to sponsor at the end of the previous school year,
or the summer before you return to school.
A couple of months before the festivities will
begin, write a letter to parents, friends, and
neighbors of students asking them not only if
they would like to attend your events, but also if
they might be willing to present on a topic of
interest to them.

* Organize an international
banquet. Have students and
parents volunteer to make
dishes that are representative
of their background and
culture. Local businesses may
also be willing to donate food.
* Teachers can serve the food.
Decorate the school cafeteria
with flags and language signs.
* Hire an international music or
dance group to perform an
assembly for the entire
school.
* Participate in the MaFLA
poster, essay and podcast
contest that are based on each
year’s conference theme.

* Inform families and community
members that you are
interested in hearing about
their experiences abroad.
Many times they do not even
realize that people would like
to learn more about their
experiences. Use your district
newsletter to recruit
speakers.
* Some examples of
presentations that could be
done: a sushi making class, a
pasta making class, henna
tattoo, Peace Corps
volunteers, the experiences of
military personnel,
international music, craft
making, international dance
instruction, Arabic
calligraphy, Chinese
characters, etc...
* Students especially enjoy
presentations that are handson and that they can either
taste a product, or take one
home with them.

