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MaFLA: Moving Forward with Technology!
A Message from our 2014 MaFLA President

As we begin 2014, I wish you a Happy
and Healthy New Year! It is exciting and
such an honor and humbling experience to
serve as the 43rd, 2014 MaFLA President.
I look forward to connecting with you
throughout the next year. As you know,
the Massachusetts Foreign Language Association is a non-profit service organization committed to the professional growth
of its members and to the promotion of
quality teaching and learning of languages
and cultures from kindergarten through
the college level and beyond. MaFLA is
an organization that is ever-changing and
adapting to the needs of our members.
Tiesa Graf, former MaFLA President,
and leader extraordinaire, focused on
the theme of continuous improvement.
We will continue this theme and we also
will be moving forward with technology. According to the Chinese Zodiac,
2014 is the year of the horse. The spirit of
the horse is recognized to be the Chinese
people’s ethos; making unremitting efforts
to improve themselves; energetic, bright,
warm-hearted, intelligent and able. Your
all-volunteer MaFLA Board of Directors
embodies these same characteristics.
During the past several years, we have
witnessed many changes to the teaching
profession that are designed to help students become better learners, thinkers
and problem-solvers. Common Core State
Standards, The new Massachusetts teacher
evaluation system, and Race to the Top
Initiatives work from the bottom up and
the top down to effect meaningful change
in our profession. MaFLA will continue to
work hard to keep you abreast of the latest
news, trends and legislation in education
that affect us. As we move forward with so
many new initiatives, we will rely greatly on
you, our members, to communicate your
needs to MaFLA in the coming year.



MaFLA keeps up with the times! As
January is always a time for new beginnings
and resolutions, I present MaFLA’s top five
resolutions as reflected in our Five Year
Strategic Plan 2014-2018! Details may be
found at mafla.org.




2014 is a major renewal year for teaching licenses in Massachusetts, and
MaFLA will continue to offer the best
professional development in content,
pedagogy and technology available
for foreign language teachers through
Diversity Day in March, two Tech Days
in June – one in the eastern and the
other in the western part of the state –
the Summer Institute in August, and
the Annual Fall Conference in October along with new online offerings
throughout the year! NECTFL will take
place in Boston in March and provides
yet another opportunity for teachers to
learn additional strategies to improve
their craft.
MaFLA will continue to advocate
actively for long and strong foreign





language programming and instruction
at the local, state and national levels.
MaFLA works closely with many other
foreign language and global education advocacy groups within the state
and the U.S., and is already involved
in a major initiative advocating for a
Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy
for our students! Details will be posted
at mafla.org as this legislation moves
forward.
MaFLA will continue to provide you
with the best service possible, from a
strong internet presence found at mafla.
org, E-Blasts, Facebook and Twitter, to
the most current professional development, job and/or employment listings, a
quarterly newsletter, a variety of professional and student awards, scholarships,
contests and more!
MaFLA will continue to Move Forward with Technology, offering an additional Tech Day as well as expanding
to new online learning opportunities!
MaFLA will continue to reach out to
you in an effort to improve communications and we hope that you will
do the same! From time to time, you
may receive short online surveys from
us, and each time we offer professional development, we will ask for
your honest feedback. The data your
feedback provides helps guide our
decision-making throughout the year.

Please note in your calendar that our
Annual Fall Conference will take place at
the Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference
Center, October 23-25, 2014. Conference
Chair Catherine Ritz has been hard at work
planning the next conference whose theme
is: Multilingualism the foundation for global
leadership. Be sure to follow Catherine’s Conference blog on the Conference page at mafla.
org! In addition to the content, pedagogy and
technology strands, MaFLA is working hard
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The MaFLA Newsletter is the official publication of the Massachusetts Foreign
Language Association. It is published four times per year - Winter, Spring,
Back To School, and End of Year. Subscription is available through membership in the Massachusetts Foreign Language Association. MaFLA welcomes
short articles, anecdotes, brief reviews of books and other teaching materials,
and other items of interest to members of the profession.
The opinions expressed by the authors of articles published in this newsletter are their own and are not necessarily shared or endorsed by MaFLA or its
Board of Directors.
Deadlines are:
Winter - January 5		
Spring - March 5		
All submissions should be sent to:
Ronie R. Webster		
41 Glenn Drive
Wilbraham, MA 01095-1439
Tel: 413-596-9284		

Back to School - August 5
End of Year - November 5
Email: ronie@mafla.org
Fax: 413-596-9513

Notification to Members of Membership Category Changes:
In order to streamline its operation, the Board voted at its September 25, 2013 meeting to eliminate the category of two-year membership. Two-year memberships will be honored through their
expiration dates but are no longer an option.
The member categories 1 and 3 will remain in effect (see below)
Please notice that membership dues remain the same without an increase; MaFLA has worked
diligently and prudently on your behalf to preserve its price structures for your benefit.
Please help us maintain the dues at this rate by honoring your dues renewal notice! Thanks so
much!
With warmest wishes for a wonderful 2014, Madelyn Gonnerman Torchin, Membership Coordinator
Questions: Email Madelyn at membership@mafla.org.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Membership in MaFLA is open to anyone interested in the learning and teaching of
languages. The basic membership runs one year from date of inception. There are four
categories of membership - Individual, Student, Retired, and First-Year Teachers.
Individual memberships:
HAVE YOU . . .
$45.00 for 1 year
MOVED?
$120.00 for 3 years
$25.00 for 1 year (new to profession teacher 		
CHANGED SCHOOLS?
		
in first year)
CHANGED YOUR NAME?
Retired memberships: $25.00 per year
Please notify Madelyn Gonnerman
Student memberships: $15.00 per year
Torchin, PO BOX 590193, Newton
For more info and/or a membership
application packet, contact:
Madelyn Gonnerman Torchin
membership@mafla.org
PO BOX 590193
Newton Centre, MA 02459

Now you can join, renew or
update your profile online!
Just visit mafla.org
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Centre, MA 02459, Ph. 617.964.6141,
(membership@mafla.org), to update
your membership information.
OR
You can do it yourself. Just go to mafla.
org and click Membership/Update Profile and login to update your profile.
Please help us keep our files updated
so you can receive ALL information regarding MaFLA.
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Meet Your New Board Members
to firmly establish and expand strands for
Arabic teachers, new and aspiring, as well
as experienced Administrators, and the K-8
teacher. The portal is already open to submit
proposals and we encourage you and a colleague to submit a proposal to share ideas,
tips and strategies with colleagues. We look
forward to your joining us for a very exciting
three days. As always, MaFLA is looking for
a few good volunteers for the Fall Conference and all of our PD events! Please get involved with your association! Contact Joyce
Beckwith to find out how you can help.
Furthermore, MaFLA is committed to
continuing to strengthen and diversify our
very talented Board of Directors. Directors
generally serve for a period of four years,
unless they are filling in for someone who
has been unable to finish his/her term, or
has moved on to the Executive Board. The
Board is balanced to the extent possible by
gender, language, level, and region; and a
pool of candidates is kept on file. Self-nominations or nominations by colleagues are
welcomed and accepted. If you are interested in joining our 2015 Board of Directors,
please get in touch with us.
I would like to take the opportunity to
sincerely thank our departing Board members, Nancy Kassabian, Stella Cocchiara,
Shan-Lee Liu, and Joshua Cabral for their
many years of excellent volunteer service
with MaFLA on behalf of all of us and our
profession. Their work has been remarkable
and has benefitted all of us and our students.
It is with great pleasure and excitement that
I welcome the new members, Anna Tirone,
Gloria Blanco, Jeanne O’Hearn, Sinikka
Gary, ChinHuei Yeh, and Kathleen Turner
to the 2014 MaFLA Board. I look forward
to working with them and know that their
contributions will be significant!
In closing, let this year truly be the
“Year of the Horse” with a focus on:

Moving Forward with Technology!
Improvement! Energy!
Warm-heartedness!
Intelligence!
Ability!
Best regards for a productive and
rewarding 2014,

Gloria Maria Blanco

Jeanne O’Hearn

Being born the daughter of Spanish immigrants, I have had the richness of
Spanish spoken at home and in the homes
of my relatives as a young child. My 20
years as a Spanish teacher have allowed me
to share my passion for Spanish culture,
history and literature while teaching the
language itself. The students are the key to
the joy I experience in my profession. They
push me to want to be better for them, travel with them and to expand my definition
of what it means to be a Spanish teacher. I
didn’t become a teacher to be merely good
enough or mediocre. Every day students
take a seat before me and expect my best.
MaFLA has been a mainstay in my professional development and I look forward to
being a collaborative contributor to the organization’s mission.

I earned my BA in Spanish at Simmons
College, my MA in Bilingual/ESL Studies at
UMass, Boston and I am currently in my 4th
year of a doctoral program in Leadership in
Schooling at UMass-Lowell. I have taught
Spanish for 17 years at both the high school
and middle school levels. My research interests include improving communicative
competence in a second language and English Language Learner academic achievement. I was named a NECTFL Sans Inc./
Mead Leadership Fellow in March 2013.
I am a member of Delta Kappa Gamma
International and act as the secretary for
the local chapter, Alpha Eta. I am also the
secretary for the Graduate Student Organization-Graduate School of Education Club
at University of Lowell. I am the Treasurer
for my school’s local Teachers’ Association.

SAVE THE DATES
May 10, 2014 – Diversity Day
June 27, 2014 – Technology Day/Western Mass.
June 30, 2014 – Technology Day/Eastern Mass.
August 8-10, 2014 – MaFLA Summer Institute
October 23-25, 2014 – MaFLA 47th Fall Conference

Jane E. Rizzitano

Winter Edition
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Meet Your New Board Members
ChinHuei Yeh

Kathleen Turner

Sinikka Gary

Ms Yeh was born in Taiwan and received her B.A. degree in History from Taiwan University and her M.A. degree in History from Taiwan Normal University. She
came to the United States in 1991 and started teaching Chinese in 2002. Ms Yeh has
participated in Star Talk and College Board
workshops many times. In addition, she
has won many awards, including Best Blog
Design Award in Hwa Yu World Blog Contest in 2009, Best Chinese Teacher Award
from the Association of Chinese Schools in
2010, as well as an award in Digital Teaching Material Design in 2011. Ms Yeh is
a frequent presenter at ACTFL, MaFLA,
Association of Chinese Schools Annual
conferences and ICICE (The International
Conference on Internet Chinese Education). Besides classroom teaching, Ms Yeh
is an active mentor for Chinese teachers in
digital teaching in the Boston area. Ms Yeh
served as President of NECTA (New England Chinese Teachers Association) from
2011-13. She organized many workshops
for local teachers including those on the
topics of Chinese pedagogy and technology integration. In summer, she travels
around the East Coast to help teachers implement technology in teaching Chinese
as well. Currently, Ms Yeh teaches in the
Shrewsbury Public Schools and the Central
Massachusetts Chinese Language School in
Westborough on Sundays.

Kathleen Turner graduated from
Northbridge High School and then majored in French and completed the Undergraduate Teacher Education Program at
Harvard College. She earned her Masters
Degree in French from Middlebury College and a CAGS in Educational Leadership
from Bridgewater State College. Kathy has
taught French at Sharon High School for the
past nineteen years. She has always been
actively involved in the school community. She has been a member of the School
Council, a building representative for the
Sharon Teachers’ Association, and on numerous interview and curriculum development committees. She was instrumental in
creating the New Teacher Orientation Program and has facilitated professional development workshops for her colleagues at the
local and state levels. In addition, Kathy
was a Class Advisor and the Student Council Advisor. She brings students to Paris
during spring break every two years, she
runs an immersion weekend for seniors in
Québec City, and she is preparing to leave
for Sharon High’s second exchange with a
high school in France. Kathy is a member
of the Executive Board for the Eastern Massachusetts Chapter of the AATF, and she
took part in the Future Leaders Fellowship
Program at the AATF national conference
in Providence. Kathy is the 2013 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year.

Sinikka Gary is the World Language
Department Head for grades 8-12 at the Narragansett Regional School District. She is in
her eleventh year of teaching languages and
previously taught at Medfield High School
and Acton-Boxborough Regional High
School. Currently, she advises Narragansett’s Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica, International Club, and National Honor Society.
Each spring, she partners with a neighboring
high school to host an Immersion Day and
during the summer, works with her students
to organize and hold a Spanish Camp for
Narragansett students in grades 2-5.
Sinikka obtained her Bachelor’s degree
in Spanish and Secondary Education from
Framingham State College. She received
her first Master’s Degree from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst in Hispanic
Languages and Literatures and later a second Master’s in Educational Leadership
from Endicott College. Sinikka has studied
abroad in Valencia and Salamanca, Spain.
Over the years, Sinikka has shared her love
of travel with her students and led tours of
Spain and a service learning trip to Antigua, Guatemala.
Sinikka is a member of MaFLA, ACTFL, and EMFLA. She is honored to join the
MaFLA Board of Directors and is looking
forward to helping advocate the importance of language learning and global competency for all students.
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Conference 2014 UPDATE!

Connect with #MaFLA14!
Engage, collaborate, demonstrate your leadership!
Happy New Year everyone! Planning for the 2014 MaFLA Fall Conference is well underway, and I hope you will consider
being an active participant in the conference. The conference theme – Multilingualism: the Foundation of Global Leadership – is intended to highlight the importance of languages in our global world.
How can you get involved in the conference?
zz Submit a Session Proposal! The call for proposals went out in December, and we are actively seeking session proposals in all of
our strands: Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Latin, Spanish, Pedagogy and Technology. Demonstrate to your district that
you are an exemplary educator by presenting at the most important world language conference in the state. Go to www.mafla.org
to submit a 75-minute session proposal. The deadline for submission is April 15, 2014.
zz Spread the Word! Tell your colleagues about the conference and encourage them to submit a session proposal as well. Email the
link to the conference to other excellent foreign language teachers so that they can be participate! Also, check out my call for proposals video and share it with colleagues!
zz Involve Your Students! Give your students a chance to shine and be recognized by participating in the essay, poster, or video contests. These are fun class, club, or afterschool activities, and participation is a great way to advocate for your department.
zz Read the Conference Blog and Share Your Ideas! On our website, you’ll find my conference blog, where I’m posting monthly
updates about the conference. I’d also love to hear your ideas! Email me or get in touch on Twitter (@ritzforeignlang) to connect
about the conference. Use #MaFLA14 to talk about the conference on Twitter or Facebook.

I’m excited to announce some of the high-quality workshop presenters who have already signed on to present!
zz Chantal Thompson: French professor at Brigham and Young University, Chantal will be back by popular demand, presenting a
6-hour and a 3-hour workshop on speeding up proficiency development and using authentic input for language acquisition.
zz Catherine Ousselin: French teacher and tech guru, Catherine presents regularly on technology integration for the world language
classroom. Chair of the AATF Technology Commission, Catherine is a technology leader. Many of her innovative ideas and resources are available on her website: www.catherine-ousselin.org. You can also follow her on Twitter (@catherineku1972). Catherine will be presenting a 6-hour and a 3-hour workshop on technology integration.
zz Joshua Cabral: Joshua is no stranger to MaFLA, being the Exhibits and Sponsorship Coordinator for many years, as well as the
facilitator for the French strand at Diversity Day. For the first time, however, Joshua will be available to present a 3-hour workshop
on the Friday of the conference. Joshua is known for his creative, concrete strategies for engaging students – you will walk away
with an abundance of ideas to bring back to your classroom! You can also find lots of great ideas from Joshua on his website: www.
activecommunication.wordpress.com.
zz Ken Hughes: Director of Social Media and Technology for the New York State Association of Foreign Language Teachers, Ken is
a former language teacher who now consults regularly on technology use. He will be presenting a 4-hour workshop on creating
videos with students as well as a 3-hour workshop on technology integration.

More exciting updates on the conference will be posted on my blog as well as in future newsletters. I look forward to
connecting with you and to reading your session proposals! Please email me any suggestions at conference@mafla.org.
See you in October!
Catherine Ritz, 2014 Conference Chair

Winter Edition
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NEWS
ACTFL 2013
AMAZING! ENERGIZING! WOW!
These are the first three words that come
to mind after having attended the ACTFL
2013 Convention and World Languages
Expo in Orlando, Florida from November
22-24. The theme New Spaces, New Realities: Learning Any Time, Any Place definitely
permeated my convention experience.
My new reality at this conference was
never even opening my physical conference
program because I planned my entire conference using my wonderful ACTFL conference app.
My most prominent new space for
learning was following the tweets of other
conference attendees while in my particular chosen sessions. By learning through
#actfl13 tweets what others were exploring
in their sessions simultaneously with what I
was learning in my chosen session, I often
felt that I was benfitting from multiple sessions and presentations at the same time.
Many of the tweets connected to valuable websites and documents which supplemented the topics and themes that were
being shared by the presenters in my sessions and therefore supported my learning.
By favoriting these tweets, I was able to go
back to them later and see how they fit into
my own learning and growth plan.
Of course, I was also tweeting from my
sessions to let others benefit from what I was
learning and hearing. Probably the most
unique part of this experience was when
I finally connected with my husband back
here in Massachusetts and he commented
“looks like you had a wonderful day.” When
I asked how he knew he said he had been
following my tweets and the other #actfl13
tweets most of the day and could feel the
excitement and the wonderful sharing and
interconnectedness of the attendees.
My conference experience began with
a full day Pre-Convention workshop, The
Marzano Approach to the Art and Science of
Teaching and 21st Century Skills. When I
registered for this conference in July (to get
the early bird pricing) I chose this particular
workshop because I have used The Art and
Science of Teaching with my department to
improve professional practice. When I saw
this workshop was offered, I immediately
knew I had to register for it.
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The goals of this workshop were (1)
to explore areas of The Art and Science of
Teaching Framework, (2) to learn key elements of instructional practice and strategies that serve those elements and (3) to
focus on the concept of reflective teaching.
The presenter, Dr. Warrick, Associate VP,
Marzano Research Laboratory, began with
praise for world language teachers because
in his work as a consultant he has found
that when he takes over underperforming
schools he has consistently discovered that
it is the world language department that
has the best teachers. They are large picture
thinkers, are excellent with assessment and
incorporate activities into their classes that
get the whole brain involved in learning.
He next talked about what effective
teaching is and what it looks like. He noted
that deliberate practice makes good teaching. Those teachers who are always honing
their skills and adding to their toolboxes
are the most effective. Great educators are
always willing to learn and to improve and
they WANT to do this every day.
Next came discussion and training on
the nine design strategies of The Art and
Science of Teaching. We investigated the
importance of routines, learned the difference between learning goals and activities.
We heard of the importance of communicating learning goals and targeted learning
to students as they are the bridge between
curriculum in the abstract and classroom
implementation of curriculum. Students
need to have a very good picture of what

tines are like Bacon. . . They can be added
to anything to make it more engaging.” Student grouping routines can be put with any
content and they allow students to engage
and interact with content.
Another important concept that was
shared was the use of proficiency charts
and student tracking of their own progress
toward learning goals.
The workshop ended with multiple
strategies to help students interact with
new knowledge. These included Summarizing and Note Taking, Non-Linguistic
Representations of Knowledge, Graphic
Organizers (one of my favorites), Combination Notes, Summarization Strategies,
Story Maps, KWL Maps, Word Splashes,
Previewing Questions, etc.
This workshop started ACTFL 13 on
an incredible high. If you are not familiar
with any of Robert Marzano’s materials and
workshops, definitely check them out at
http://www.marzanoresearch.com/
Friday morning dawned sunny and
warm and Friday, like Thursday, proved
to be a day filled with engaging and cutting-edge sessions. Attendees gathered in
in the Valencia Ballroom (bigger than a
football field) at the Orange County Convention Center, for the General Opening
Session. Toni Thiesen, president of ACTFL, welcomed attendees and talked about
the conference theme: New Realities:
Learning Any Time, Any Place. In her
greeting she noted that augmented reality is a possible new space to get students

. . . augmented reality is a possible new space to get students to learn.
the teacher needs to see from them so that
they know whether they have achieved it.
Dr. Warrick emphasized that learning goals
must be challenging and attainable.
We had instruction on student grouping strategies and the importance of grouping and re-grouping. While talking about
student groupings I learned all about the
HOGS (kids who want to talk all the time)
and the LOGS (kids who are content to be
carried by the others). This was great information as we as teachers group and re-group
students. Perhaps the best quote we heard
about student grouping was “Grouping rou-

to learn. Students and teachers are learning any time and any place in innovative ways. Language learning is happening with open sources, gaming, blended
learning and numerous other ways which
personalize language. Our students are
connected to the world through language
and teachers are benefitting through
PLNs(Professional Learning Networks)
in new spaces such as Twitter, Facebook
and other social media – Google chat,
Google hangouts, Edmodo etc.
Next ACTFL honored the regional finalists for National Teacher of the Year, followed
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by the awarding of National Language Teacher of the Year to Linda Egnatz of Lincoln Way
Community High School in Frankfort, IL.
This was followed by an uplifting and
thought-provoking address by Tony Wagner, Harvard’s first innovation education
fellow at the Technology & Entrepreneurship Center. He reminded us that knowledge today is a commodity and it is growing exponentially. Students no longer need
to come to the teacher for knowledge; and
because knowledge has become so ubiquitous, the nature of work has changed.
He asked us how we prepare students
for the world in which they live. In the
world today how much you know is NOT

21st century skills, and technology integration. - See more at: http://bit.ly/1icR9pN. (I
have already used this publication and its
accompanying app in planning a curriculum unit and have found it to be helpful and
very informative. I commend ACTFL for
making this available to foreign language
professionals).
To complete my Friday ACTFL experience I attended sessions on developing a
district wide assessment plan, project-based
learning and proficiency goals, 20% projects
(just like google) for the world language classroom, checking for understanding and strategies for the classroom, and finally, using authentic materials with all levels, even novices.

. . . NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Statements. These are selfassessment checklists used by language learners to assess
what they “can do” with language . . .
important. What is important is what you
can do with that knowledge. He urged us
to prepare our students to solve problems,
to create new knowledge, and to become
architects of their own learning. He asked
us to reflect on the question, “How do we
engage and motivate today’s learners?”
He ended by encouraging us to model
the skills needed for work today and for
global citizenship. He implored us to be
innovators, collaborators, critical thinkers,
problem solvers and risk takers.
Following the General Session, attendees made their way to the ACTFL World
Languages Expo. Here you could see resources and technologies for teachers and
classrooms. I made my way to ACTFL Central where I learned about the new ACTFL
Publication, The Keys to Planning for Learning, by Donna Clementi and Laura Tirrell.
This publication is a useful guide to assist teachers, curriculum designers, administrators and professional developers in designing Standards- and performance-based
curricula. Starting with an understanding
of the 21st century learner, the authors establish a mindset for creating curriculum
based on developing learners’ proficiency
in language and culture. The authors provide easy-to-follow templates to develop
units of instruction and daily lessons that
incorporate the Standards for Learning
Languages, Common Core State Standards,

Winter Edition

On Saturday, I focused more on technology and attended some phenomenal sessions on technologies such as Chirbit, Vocaroo, QR codes (I love these), Eyejot, MailVu,
Voicethread, PresentMe and others.
I also had the opportunity to attend a
session by “the famous Joe Dale.” Throughout #actfl13, tweets were circulating about
how exciting Joe Dale’s sessions were and
exhorting colleagues to make his sessions
not-to-miss events. Wow, were they ever
right. This session was definitely my favorite of the shorter sessions.
He addressed how teachers need to
be up-to-date with technologies popular
amongst young people to engage them on
the same level. Joe explored with us numerous technologies (almost bombarded us with
them) showing us how to use them at primary and secondary school level and showing us
how to create our own personal learning networks using some of these same tools. This
guy rocked!!! My head was spinning when I
left this session, but I did leave realizing that
with my own involvement with a Twitter
based PLN and my passion for incorporating
technology and web 2.0 apps that, although I
am not at Joe’s level, he at least conceded that
I am considered to be one of the innovators in
the field of teaching. (WHEW, I didn’t want
to be designated a Luddite).
Throughout the conference, following
tweets, I felt I was in touch with what was

							

going on and where I needed to be. So, based
on recommendations in multiple tweets, before I left I once again visited ACTFL Central
to pick up another publication - Implementing Integrated Performance Assessment by
Bonnie Adair-Hauck, Eileen W. Glisan and
Francis J. Troyan. To purchase this publication or to learn more visit: http://www.actfl.
org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/
implementing-integrated-performance-assessment.
While there I also checked out The
NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Statements.
These are self-assessment checklists used
by language learners to assess what they
“can do” with language in the Interpersonal,
Interpretive, and Presentational modes of
communication. I encourage everyone to be
aware of and use this excellent resource to
improve both teaching and learning. They
are available at http://www.actfl.org/global_
statements.
Going back to my three words to describe ACTFL 13 - AMAZING! ENERGIZING! WOW! What more can I say? San
Antonio . . . #actfl14 . . . Here I Come! If
you have any questions or would like more
information please feel free to contact me at
ronie@mafla.org.
Submitted by Ronie R. Webster

Spotlight on Service
How do you maintain and grow
interest in your language program?
A strong, meaningful way to grow interest in your program is to connect what
students learn with the community around
them here and abroad. Giving students a real-life context helps to reinforce the value of
what they are learning in their language class.
Connecting to the cultures about which students are learning deepens their interest
and understanding of those cultures. The
National Service-Learning Clearinghouse
defines Service-Learning as “ a teaching and
learning strategy that integrates meaningful community service with instruction and
reflection to enrich the learning experience,
teach civic responsibility, and strengthen
communities”(http://www.servicelearning.
org/). Whether students have the opportunity to connect as a part of an academic
curriculum or in extracurricular clubs, these
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opportunities change students’ perspective
and give deep meaning to learning.
For years I have encouraged both our
school’s International Club and Spanish
Honor Society to participate in servicelearning projects. Every year, as a result
of these projects, the students eagerly
search for their next project as the need
to serve and connect becomes a part
of who they are. Recently, the Spanish
Honor Society students came across the
website for the Pulsera Project (www.pulseraproject.org). It is a non-profit organization that empowers Nicaraguan youth
through the sale of hand-woven pulseras,
or bracelets. The organization’s motto is
“Color the World.” Their colorful website
contains educational materials and videos to help explain and promote the project. All materials needed to support your
school’s pulsera sales are sent in a box, free
of charge. The box contains pulseras, picture displays, and a short film. Each pulsera comes with a tag containing the signature and picture of the artisan. Working
together, the students have learned about
fair trade and how the purchase of a pulsera can help change the lives of people
here in the U.S. and in Nicaragua. The students in all Spanish classes have benefited
from the educational materials provided
by the project and the students in the club
feel pride that they have colored the school
with art and awareness while building a
deeper connection to their own learning
of language and culture.
What service-learning opportunities
have you used, or will you use, to “color”
your classes? What other ways do you connect your students to the cultures and communities about which they are learning?
Speak up and share the ways in which you
help connect your students to their community here and abroad. Respond at: http://
mafla.org/speak-up-2/
.

National Service-Learning Clearinghouse.
“What Is Service Learning.” National
Service-Learning Clearinghouse. N.p., n.d.
Web. 08 Dec. 2013.

.

“The Pulsera Project | Color The
World.” The Pulsera Project | Color The
World. N.p., n.d. Web. 08 Dec. 2013
Submitted by Sinikka Gary
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Women’s Perspectives On Global Leadership Trends
This year’s conference theme is Multilingualism: The Foundation of Global Leadership
and what better way to honor that theme than with examples of exceptional individuals such
as Malala Yousafzai . She is the first one in this series highlighting those who exemplify the
spirit of multiculturalism and who have a strong message to send about it. People featured
here are extraordinary individuals who have inspired us and shown the world what they are
made of. We as foreign language educators can all learn something about the value of diversity and the will to spread it throughout the world by listening to their stories.
As for Malala, after surviving an assassination attempt, she arose stronger than ever.
In 2013 she addressed the UN, was named one of Time’s “100 Most Influential People”
and, at 16, became the youngest woman to be nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. A year
after she was shot by the Taliban, Malala Yousafzai was back spreading her message about
educating girls around the world. She’s the Pakistani teenager who made international
headlines when she was shot in the face at point-blank range on her school bus by a Taliban extremist - all in retaliation for blog posts she wrote about her desire for an education.
Despite the Taliban takeover of her home in Pakistan’s Swat Valley, she not only made
an extraordinary recovery, she had an extraordinary year. Last year, she spoke at the United Nations and the World Bank. She met President and Mrs. Obama, she was in the running for a Nobel Peace Prize and she wrote a book.
Inspired by her father because of the work he was doing at that time, when terrorism
was spreading in Swat - it was really hard to speak at that time, but her father did. And she
learned to speak up for her rights, and speak up for the rights of every girl to get an education and to go to school. Her father was born in a society where girls were ignored. Right
from the beginning, he was very sensitive to this kind of discrimination. He was born in
the house of a cleric. His father used to lead prayers in the mosque, was a great speaker, and
he was broad-minded. And he was very progressive as well. And he learned many things
from him.
But in the same home, he had five sisters, and none of them got an education. And
until his high school years, he did not see any girls in his classroom. He was very sensitive
to all that discrimination, especially towards girls. He is often asked what special training
he gave to his daughter. He simply says that he did not clip her wings and he trusted her
never restricting her in any way.
On the other hand, Malala advocates not just for girls, but she advocates for boys as
well. As a society she thinks that we must believe in equality and also speak about boys’
rights because in many countries, they cannot go to school because of child labor. Their
only job is to earn.
She is still on the Taliban’s radar and has been for the last three or four years, but
continues to live her life as a simple child. At home, she still fights with her brother whose
only desire in life is an ipod. He wonders why people give her gifts since to him she is just
an annoying sister. He is unaware that she is still plagued by the Taliban, and that her life
is still in grave danger. Yet she is no longer afraid because she has faced death already and
continues her campaign. Her most fervent request is for governments to provide pens, not
guns; books, not tanks; and to send teachers, not soldiers.
She is thankful that people listen to her and to the cause of education she promotes.
And that is really important to her because she speaks for the education of every child, in
every corner of the world. Even in New York, she sees that there are girls for whom it is
hard to get an education. And in America, because of poverty, because of the concepts of
family, and because of the hardship they face, there are some who struggle for the right to
earn an education still. For all of those children, she continues her struggle to advocate for
equality and for the right for every child to have the education they deserve.
Her autobiography is I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot
by the Taliban.
Submitted by Pat DiPillo
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MEAD Project update
I am this year’s NECTFL MEAD Fellow. I was thrilled and honored to be able
to represent Massachusetts at the conference last March in Baltimore. I came away
from the experience feeling an enormous
amount of support for my project and I was
very inspired by all the educators I met. As
a MEAD fellow I was assigned a mentor
to assist me along the way and I agreed to
attend the 2014 conference and share the
results of my project in a workshop. This
year the NECTFL conference is being held
in Boston (March 27-30).
My proposal involved an action research project with my middle school
Spanish classes. After attending a series
of workshops last year about the Organic
World Language (OWL) approach, I decided to make a major change in my instructional technique. Over the years I have
tried out many of the great ideas I learned
from attending conferences and from networking with colleagues. Though I was
confident with my students’ achievement in
class, I still thought that there was room for
improvement in their communicative competency. I also questioned just how much
of the language learned in my class was actually internalized. Did my students truly
own the language? Therefore, I decided
to try to follow the approach of OWL and
adapt it when necessary to meet the needs
of my students. For more information on

OWL, please visit the web site www.organicworldlanguage.com.
Changing your way of teaching is a
major undertaking, so to keep it manageable I decided to focus on a few key objectives: achieve 90% target language use as
recommended by ACTFL, generate student-centered content, and create a sense
of community in the classroom. I have
maintained a journal throughout the year
to record my thoughts and reactions. I plan
to start videotaping my classes to be able
to further evaluate the effectiveness of the
activities.
Achieving 90% target language use
in first and second year language classes
can seem daunting. This is something that
we’ve eased into over the first few months
of the school year. Since we’ve come back
from the winter vacation sustained target
language use is the focus. My students and
I do quite a bit of gesturing in class and I
incorporate visuals whenever possible. If
students do not know how to say a word
they are encouraged to act it out, draw it,
use circumlocution, look in the dictionary, or ask a classmate instead of me simply
translating the word into English. So that
my 7th and 8th graders don’t become too
overwhelmed we spend the last couple of
minutes of class in English for clarification
and questions. Five minutes of English allows us to stay within the 90% range. How
do I motivate them to stay in the target

language even when they are working with
partners or in small groups? At the beginning of every class I write the word “E S P
A Ñ O L” on the board. Every time I hear a
student speak in English I erase a letter. If I
erase the entire word by the end of class the
next day the whole class must do some kind
of undesirable graded assignment. I have
just started trying this technique in January
so we’ll see how it works. I have my colleague Ally Van Laethem to thank for this
idea. So far the students are rising to the
occasion. As I reflect on the effectiveness of
gesturing, I am convinced that my students
have better retention of the vocabulary that
we have acted out in class. I see them really trying to use the language because they
know they can’t fall back on English.
As a way to recycle previously learned
vocabulary, we do an activity called “¡Recicla ya!” which has the students picking
a vocabulary topic that we have previously
worked with from a basket, then each student acts out a word that they remember
or (even better) they describe it entirely in
the target language without naming it. The
other students then say the word. Not only
do I believe that vocabulary retention has
improved, as time has passed my students
seem to be less apprehensive about speaking in front of their classmates. They also
stay in Spanish more consistently. Thanks
to my colleague, Amy Mihailidis, for this
idea.

Nominations Sought For MaFLA / AATG 2014

Twentieth Annual Massachusetts
German Educator of the Year Award
MaFLA, in cooperation with the AATG Massachusetts Chapter, announces the twentieth annual Massachusetts German Educator of the Year Award. If you are interested in nominating someone for this
award, please send a one-page resume and a cover letter explaining why the person you are nominating
should be considered for the Massachusetts German Educator of the Year Award by May 1, 2014, to: Inge
Buerger, AATG MA Chapter Awards Chair, 5 Pinewood Lane, Groveland, MA 01834. The Massachusetts
Chapter of the AATG will determine the recipient. (S)he should be a member of MaFLA and AATG. This
year’s award will be presented on October 25, 2014, at the MaFLA Luncheon to be held during the Annual
MaFLA Fall Conference in Sturbridge, MA.
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Generating student-centered content
can also seem daunting because we are often accustomed to following themes in our
textbooks. Furthermore, it is comforting
to know the general direction that your
class will take throughout the year and following a textbook also helps with pacing.
I have found that it is not as difficult as it
may seem to give up the structure of the
textbook. While I am still responsible for
making sure that my students are exposed
to the content they need to be successful
going forward, I believe that we will touch
upon enough of the necessary themes and
my students will be better able to express
themselves in the target language.
Creating activities around topics that
students suggest can be very motivating.
Many ideas can come from simply listening to what they are talking about in the
halls. My school’s location offers a great
opportunity for student-generated content.
One of the towns in my regional district is
Topsfield, famous for the annual Topsfield
Fair. Every fall as the Fair approaches it is
a big topic of conversation among my students. This year the Fair became part of the
content as students brainstormed nouns
(places, animals, other things that are at the
Fair), verbs (what can you do at the Fair?)
and adjectives (describe the things you see
and do at the Fair, how do you feel at the
Fair?). A rich list of new vocabulary was
created by the students which led to a variety of possible communicative activities.
Students could talk with a partner about
what they like/do not like, what is their favorite thing and why, who do they go to the
Fair with, how much does it cost, describe
a trip to the Fair with activities in sequential order. There are so many possibilities.
What’s next? The Olympic Games! I am
planning to do a unit on the winter Olympic Games focusing on the sports, the athletes, and the mascots from past to present.
The objectives described above would
be difficult to achieve without creating a
sense of community in each class. This
is an important part of the OWL method.
When I was introduced to the concept of
each class being its own community, I felt
strongly that I wanted to pursue this with
my classes. Being a good community
member in class means listening when oth-
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ers are speaking and being supportive when
others are struggling with the language. It
is having high expectations for yourself as a
language learner and it is encouraging your
classmates to succeed as well. It is not being
afraid to make mistakes and to sound and
look a little funny. The physical structure
of the classroom can either help or hinder
community building. The OWL method
recommends that students do not sit behind desks because desks act as a physical
and psychological barrier between the students and the teacher. Sitting or standing
in a circle removes that barrier. Everyone
can clearly see each other and there is nowhere to hide. This also puts the teacher on
equal footing with the students. I lead activities but I also participate right alongside
my students. My students have consistently
reported to me that they love spending time
in the circle. I have also received positive
feedback from parents. They have told me
that their children are developing a love
for the language which is probably the best
thing I could hear.
Changing my teaching technique has
been exhilarating. After many years in the
classroom I am happy to say that I feel excited to start each day, even with the occasional
stumbles. It is also rewarding to see that the
students actually are excited about Spanish
class. I look forward to providing more information about my action research project
at the NECTFL conference. Please feel free
to contact me at jo’hearn@masconomet.org
if you have any questions about the MEAD
Fellow program. I would be happy to answer
any questions you may have.
Submitted by Jeanne O’Hearn

Fourth Annual Immersion
Day For German Students
German Immersion Day 2014 at Billerica High School is sponsored by Britta
Roper on Saturday, March 8, 2014. This
year’s overall topic is Umwelt, demonstrating ways to bring ecology and grünes
Denken into the German curriculum. All
attending middle and high school teachers organize a workshop on a topic of personal interest and choice, and then bring
a group of their students for a full day of
immersion, speaking German with other

students, teachers and native speakers from
across the region. Some of the workshop
topics for this year include Werken mit Recylingmaterialien,
Theaterimprovisation,
Kochen, Backen, Rappen and a workshop
with a German engineer. Each student gets
lunch, a souvenir t-shirt and promotional
gadgets for German, courtesy of AATG,
Goethe-Institut Boston and Generalkonsulat Deutschland, for the price of admission.
Registration is online between February 1
and February 14.
Submitted by Cherie Baggs

Theaterfest 2014

37th Annual German Theatre
Festival and Competition

We cordially invite you and your students to participate in the 37th Annual
German Theatre Festival and Competition
which will take place on Thursday, April
17, 2014. The Theaterfest is held in Chapin
Auditorium on the campus of Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts. Dramatic presentations in German of
no more than 15 minutes in length will be
judged by a jury of secondary school German teachers, members of Mount Holyoke’s
German studies and theatre arts faculty as
well as representatives of the German Consulate and the Goethe Institute in Boston.
Prizes will be awarded on the elementary,
secondary and college/university levels.
Entry forms for 2014 Deutsches Theaterfest
are due on Friday, March 21, 2014.
Submitted by Cherie Baggs

Got News?
Want to share?
Send in your article of general
interest to MaFLA members.
ronie@mafla.org
2014 MaFLA Newletter

Developing Foreign Language Communicative Skills
By Means Of Higher-Level Thinking Activities
by Marcel LaVergne, Ed.D.

Introduction
The Communicative Approach to foreign language teaching implies that students engage in more than the recitation
of facts, the memorization of grammatical
structures, and the regurgitation of verb
conjugations. It also suggests that communication go beyond the usual yes/no question and answer sessions so prevalent in
our foreign language classes.
According to Simon “A main goal of
educators today is to teach students the skills
they need to be critical thinkers. Instead of
simply memorizing facts and ideas, children
need to engage in higher levels of thinking
to reach their fullest potential. Practicing
Higher Order Thinking (HOT) skills outside
of school will give kids and teens the tools
that they need to understand, infer, connect,
categorize, synthesize, evaluate, and apply
the information they know to find solutions
to new and existing problems.” (1)
Incorporating Bloom’s Taxonomy (2)
to foreign language teaching is an excellent
way to help students develop the higherorder thinking skills that will prepare them
for using the language skills necessary to
communicate effectively in the world outside of the classroom.
The following figure illustrates the original and the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (3):
				

lowest level of training - rather than true
meaningful personal development, and this
remains a central challenge for educators
and trainers in modern times.” (4)
This article will explain the six levels
of Bloom’s taxonomy (Part I) and suggest
ways to apply them to foreign language
classroom activities (Part II).

Part I
Knowledge/remembering
Of all the levels, this one is perhaps the
most utilized by teachers because it focuses on the students’ ability to recall and to
state the facts and the content of the lesson
by means of who/what/where/when/how
type-questions. The activities planned by
the teacher are achievement based lowerlevel thinking and are not designed to develop any level of fluency on the part of the
students. The message to the students is
“Just show me what you know.”

Comprehension/understanding
In this level, students are asked to demonstrate that they understand the facts and
the content of the lesson by means of activities such as saying why, giving an example,
stating in their own words, summarizing
the story, explaining what is happening, differentiating between fact and opinion, etc.
(5) Those lower-level thinking activities require a more creative use of the foreign language because the students must distance
themselves from the language contained in
the text of the lesson. The message to the
students is “Show me that you understand
what you know.”

Application/applying
Working with a team of researchers,
“Bloom believed that education should
focus on ‘mastery’ of subjects and the promotion of higher forms of thinking, rather
than a utilitarian approach to simply transferring facts. He demonstrated decades ago
that most teaching tended to be focused on
fact-transfer and information recall - the
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Students are asked to apply to a new or
unfamiliar situation what they know and understand by means of activities such as what
would happen if, in what ways, how can you
use it to, what are the consequences, how
would you use or change, what approach
would you use or recommend, etc. (5) The
language used by the students would require
higher-level thinking and much more creativity than in the previous two levels. The

							

message to the students is “What can you do
with the language that you know?”

Analysis/analyzing
Students are asked to take apart the
information that they have to examine its
different parts, by identifying motives or
causes and making inferences and finding evidence to support generalizations by
means of activities such as what is the main
idea or theme, what is the relationship between A and B, what does the author believe or assume, what things justify, what
other conclusion can you reach, etc. (5)
Those activities require a much higher-level thinking process and much more fluency
on the part of the student. The message to
the students is “Show me how well you can
analyze the information that you know.”

Synthesis/creating
Students are asked to take what they
know and to make something new with it
or to create a different form or pattern by
means of activities such as propose an alternative, devise an original plan, describe a
new way to, change the ending of the story,
how could you improve, how would you
test, etc. (5) Those activities require much
higher-level thinking and a greater command of the foreign language on the part of
the students. The message to the students is
“Show me how well you can transfer what
you know into a new situation.”

Evaluation/evaluating
Students are asked to find the evidence
to support their conclusions by means of
activities such as in your opinion, what solution do you favor and why, how do you
think it will end, how could you prove,
how would you prioritize, what information would you use to support, etc. (5) The
higher-level thinking skill required for the
successful conclusion of those activities will
challenge and further develop the students’
level of fluency and command of the foreign language. The message to the students
is “Show me how well you can evaluate,
judge, assess, criticize, or rate the information that you possess.”
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Developing Foreign Language Communicative Skills
Part II
Application
The following will illustrate how one can create a lesson utilizing Bloom’s Taxonomy
to develop the communicative skill in students of a foreign language by using Jacques
Prévert’s poem “Déjeuner du matin” which is translated for those who do not speak
French.

Déjeuner du matin
Il a mis le café			

He poured the coffee

Dans la tasse			

Into the cup			

Il a mis le lait			

He poured the milk

Dans la tasse de café		

Into the cup of coffee

Il a mis le sucre			

He put the sugar			

Dans le café au lait		

Into the coffee with milk

Avec la petite cuiller		

With a small spoon		

Il a tourné			

He stirred it 			

Il a bu le café au lait		

He drank the coffee		

Et il a reposé la tasse		

And he put down the cup

Sans me parler			

Without speaking to me

Il a allumé			

He lighted

Une cigarette			

A cigarette

Il a fait des ronds			

He made circles

Avec la fumée			

With the smoke

Il a mis les cendres		

He put the ash

Dans le cendrier			

Into the ashtray

Sans me parler			

Without a word

Sans me regarder			

Without looking at me

Il s’est levé			

He got up

Il a mis				

He put

Son chapeau sur la tête		

A hat on his head

Il a mis son manteau de pluie

He put on his raincoat

Parce qu’il pleuvait		

Because it was raining

Et il est parti			

And he left

Sous la pluie			

Into the rain

Sans une parole			

Without speaking to me

Sans me regarder			

Without looking me

Et moi j’ai pris			

And I put

Ma tête dans ma main		

My head into my hands

Et j’ai pleuré			

And I cried
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Knowledge/remembering
The following are designed to elicit
what the students know about the facts of
the poem. Assumed student responses are
in italics.
1. Qu’est-ce qu’il a mis dans son café?
Du lait et du sucre.
What did he put in his coffee? Milk
and sugar
2. Qu’est-ce qu’il a fait avec la cuiller? Il
a mis le sucre dans le café et il a tourné.
What did he do with the spoon? He
put sugar in his coffee and stirred it.
3. Qu’est-ce qu’il a fait après avoir bu le
café? Il a allumé une cigarette.
What did he do after drinking his
coffee? He lighted a cigarette.
4. Qu’est-ce qu’il a mis avant de partir?
Pourquoi? Son chapeau et son
manteau de pluie. Parce qu’il pleuvait.
What did he put on before going out?
Why? His hat and a raincoat. Because
it was raining out.
5. Et moi, qu’est-ce que j’ai fait? J’ai pris
ma tête dans mes mains et j’ai pleuré.
And what did I do? I put my head in
my hands and I cried.
A close examination of the language
used by the students reveals very little creativity because the answers come practically
verbatim from the poem. The students can
state the correct answers without even understanding the text because in most cases
they just have to match the words in the
question to the same words in the text. This
is called a manipulative or mechanical activity and it does not help develop the ability to communicate.

Comprehension/understanding
The following are designed to assess what
the students understand about the poem.
1. Qui sont les deux personnes dans le
poème? Un homme et une femme.
Who are the two people in the poem?
A man and a woman.
2. Qu’est-ce qu’ils se disent? Rien.
What do they say to each other?
Nothing
3. Est-ce qu’ils sont heureux? Expliquez.
Non, l’homme ne la regarde pas et il ne
lui parle pas. Et après qu’il est parti, elle
prend sa tête dans ses mains et elle pleure.
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Are they happy or not? How do you
know? Not happy. The man never
looks at or talks to the woman and
after he leaves she puts her head in
her hands and cries.
4.

Comment est-ce que le temps ajoute
au ton du poème? La pluie crée un ton
de tristesse.
How does the weather convey the
mood of the poem? The rain sets a
gloomy tone.

The students must understand in order
to answer the questions and the answers
cannot be had by matching words. The language used is also more than simply repeating what is in the poem. There is more creativity and originality here. This is called a
meaningful activity and it helps develop the
ability to communicate.

Application/applying
The following are designed to get the
students to make inferences and to find evidence to support any generalizations.
1.

2.

Comment est-ce que l’auteur nous
fait sentir la solitude et la tristesse
de la femme lors de ce déjeuner
du matin? C’est la femme qui nous
raconte l’histoire et elle répète à travers
du poème que l’homme prend son
petit déjeuner “sans me parler, sans
me parler, sans me regarder, sans une
parole, sans me regarder” et à cause de
ça “ j’ai pleuré.”
How does the author convey the
woman’s sense of loneliness and
sadness at that breakfast? The woman
tells us the story and throughout the
poem she repeats the fact that the man
takes his breakfast “without speaking
to me, without speaking to me, without
looking at me, without a word, without
looking at me” and because of that “she
cries.”
A votre avis, est-ce que cette scène
décrit un événement unique ou un
événement de tous les jours entre
ces deux personnes? La structure
monotone du poème indique que cette
scène se répète tous les jours entre ces
deux personnes malheureuses. L’auteur
décrit chaque action sans ajouter de
détails: il a mis le café dans la tasse,
il a mis le lait dans le café, il a mis
le sucre dans le café, il a tourné le
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café, il a reposé la tasse, il a allumé
une cigarette, il a fait des ronds avec
la fumée, il a mis les cendres dans
le cendrier, il s’est levé, il a mis son
chapeau, il a mis son manteau de pluie,
et il est parti. Chaque action ajoute à
la douleur de la femme qui à la fin se
met à pleurer.
Do you sense that this scene is
a one-time thing or an everyday
occurrence between the two people?
The very monotonous structure of the
poem indicates that this is a common
occurrence between two unhappy
people. The author describes every
action with no added details: he pours
coffee in his cup, puts milk in his coffee,
puts sugar in his coffee, stirs the coffee,
drinks the coffee, puts the cup on the
saucer, lights a cigarette, blows rings
with the smoke, puts the ashes in the
ashtray, gets up, puts his hat on his
head, puts on his raincoat and leaves.
Each action adds to the pain caused to
the wife who at the end just cries.
This higher-level thinking activity demands a more advanced and creative use of
the language and is much more communicative in nature because it jumps from the
restating of the facts in the poem and delves
into the mind of the students who are asked
to support their opinion about what they
have just read by citing evidence from the
text.

Synthesis/creating
The following are designed to get the
students to create a new situation with the
poem.
1. Composez un préquelle à ce poème au
moyen d’une présentation dramatique
pour expliquer la tristesse qui existe
entre ces deux personnes.
Create a prequel to this poem by
composing a short skit to explain the
unhappiness that exists between these
two people.
2. Composez deux cinquains, le premier
intitulé “Le Bonheur” et l’autre “La
Solitude.”
Compose two cinquains, one
entitled “Happiness” and the other
“Loneliness.”
3. Ecrivez deux pages décrivant un petit
déjeuner typique le samedi matin chez
vous.

							

Write a two-page paper describing a
typical Saturday morning breakfast in
your house.
The language used here is definitely
much more creative and personal. The
students are asked to produce a new and
unique product inspired by the text that
they have studied. The result will be an
original and authentic composition.

Evaluation/evaluating
The following is designed to ask the
students to evaluate how well the author
accomplished his task.
1.

Est-ce que l’auteur a réussi à faire de
la femme le personnage central du
poème? Justifiez votre réponse. Oui.
Quoique l’auteur mentionne l’homme
15 fois à travers le poème: le pronom
“il” est mentionné 13 fois et l’adjectif
possessif “son” 2 fois, et quoique la
femme occupe un rôle mineur dans les
premiers deux-tiers du poème “ me” est
mentionné 4 fois seulement, l’homme
n’est pas du tout présent dans les quatre
derniers vers, mais elle est mentionnée
5 fois parce que maintenant notre
attention se tourne sur elle: “moi”, “j’”,
“me”, “me”, “j’”. Dans ce sens, je crois
qu’elle est vraiment le point central
parce que l’auteur veut nous faire
sentir le coup écrasant que cette scène
du petit déjeuner a sur elle. Elle reste
à la maison seule avec sa douleur et
l’homme l’abandonne. C’est aussi la
narratrice du poème et c’est ainsi qu’on
voit la scène à travers ses yeux.
Did the author succeed in making the
woman the central figure of the poem?
Justify your answer. Yes. Although
the author refers to the man 15 times
throughout the poem: the pronoun
“he” is mentioned 13 times and the
possessive adjective “his” is mentioned
twice, and although the woman
occupies a minor role in the first twothirds of the poem: “me” is mentioned
only four times, the man is not referred
to at all in the last four lines, but she is
mentioned four times because now all
the focus is on her:”I”, “my”, “my”,
“I”. In that sense, I feel that she is
really the main focus because the
author wants us to feel the crushing
blow that the morning breakfast scene
has on her. She stays at home with
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Adina’s Technology Corner
101 on Web 1.0, 2.0, 3.0 and 4.0

Happy New Year 2014!

The theme of the 2013 European Conference on Technology in the Classroom
held in Brighton, England, was The Impact
of Innovation: Technology and You. In other
words, how you are able to negotiate the
world around you, that becomes more and
more encrypted, and still be true to your
calling: teaching your content to your students in a way that makes sense both to you
and your students. In perusing the conference sessions you could have easily discovered relatively familiar themes: social networking, wikis, blogs and online journals,
Moodle, language labs, etc. This is clearly
Web 2.0 at its finest!

Almost concurrently, across the globe
in Texas, the 2013 Conference of the International Society for Technology in Education
took place in San Antonio. Had you attended, you could have identified a slightly
different focus in some of the sessions. A
good number of them explored newer and
somewhat bizarre ideas such as the one
promoted by DEVONthink. This newer
technology (that initially rivaled with Evernote) is a “smart search” that does all the
work for you: most of your thinking and
almost all decisions that you need to make
by simply reviewing all your documents (as
well as web content) almost instantaneously, finding connections between them, extracting the most relevant topic words and

Developing FL Skills (conc.)
her pain and the man leaves her there.
She is also the narrator of the poem
and as such we see the scene through
her eyes.
It is quite obvious that the language
used in this response is quite advanced
and much more communicative in nature.
There is no regurgitation of the language of
the poem, but rather the creative language
used to explain how well the author accomplished his task goes well beyond that
of the poem. This is the ultimate goal of
foreign language education: to be able to
use the language to communicate to others our opinions, our likes and dislikes, our
thoughts and questions, our conclusions
and critiques, etc.

Conclusion
The inclusion of higher-level thinking
activities such as Bloom’s Taxonomy can
help foreign language teachers improve
the development of the students’ communicative abilities. The text chosen, Le petit
déjeuner by Jacques Prévert, is popular
in second year and above French classes.
This article attempted to illustrate how the
poem, rather than be used as an example of
the use of the passé composé (a rather lower-level thinking activity) can be, in spite of
its stylistic simplicity, an example of how a
text can become a tremendous resource for
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the development of higher-level thinking
processes in our students.
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filing these documents automatically. This
is clearly an attempt at a newer Web generation: the idea of having the machine decide
for you when and how to interconnect platforms in search for personalized content. In
other words: the emerging Web 3.0.
Currently, the Internet contains so
much information that nobody knows yet
what system needs to be in place to use it,
classify it or store it in a useful and meaningful way. With this being said, we begin
to seriously question truths that until now
seemed universal and the need to rearrange it in newer paradigms emerges. So,
the question shapes: in the midst of this
technological outburst, do we make sense
to the world or is the world making sense
to us? Bottom-line: data and information
management needs a system, an artificial
intelligence that can keep track and organize your important data, build your personal wiki and seamlessly mix your documents
and live data from the web.
It is 2014 and now may be good time
to get a bird’s eye view of the way educational technology landscapes itself. This
might help us get a better understanding
of how we can teach content, how we can
connect with our students and how we can
get them ready for an unpredictable tomorrow. While I am sure that many of you are
already somewhat familiar with the terms
mentioned in this article, few of us actually
find this information relevant in the day
to day interaction with students. However,
unless you are working directly in the IT
field, chances are that you will not be the
decisive factor when it comes down to what
educational technology schools should invest in for the future.
This is the reason why I decided to
sketch briefly the geography of the educational technology field. This might become
useful sooner than what we anticipate! So if
you have not lately had a Pow-Wow (Narragansett term for “spiritual meeting”) with
the IT gurus in your school, and if you have
not talked with them about where you want
your classroom to be in five or ten years,
maybe now is a good time to start! Chances are that the network hardware in your
school is going to be a vital component and
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play a major role that will enable your long
term or short term educational goals.

Web 1.0
This was the birth of the Internet. It is
the “readable” phrase of the World Wide
Web. In Web 1.0, there is only limited interaction between sites and web users. Web 1.0
is simply an information portal where users
passively receive information without being given the opportunity to post reviews,
comments, and feedback.

Web 2.0
Unlike Web 1.0, Web 2.0 facilitates interaction between web users and sites, so it
allows users to interact more freely with each
other. Most of our students only know Web
2.0 and they are certainly tired of the traditional! They do not use emails (but Facebook
or SMS/IM), they do not “google” but they
“you-tube” or use wikis to find information, and most of all, sadly for us language
teachers, our students use Google translate or other form of instant translation
no matter how serious we are about penalties. The reality is that these are our students and they are vastly different from us.
Web 2.0 is the “writable” phase of the World
Wide Web with interactive data that makes
sense to them. We are hardly functioning in
this platform and have to put a lot of energy
into staying afloat. Web 2.0 encourages participation, collaboration, and information
sharing. Examples of Web 2.0 applications
are YouTube, Wiki, Flickr, Facebook, and
so on. Many of the mega “.com” companies
grew out of the Web 2.0 era. Some of the key
technologies developed during this stage
of the Web include: Blogs (Blogger), Wikis
(Wikipedia), Social Bookmarking (del.icio.
us), Social Networks (Facebook, MySpace),
Instant Messaging (Yahoo!, Google Talk,
AIM), Mash-ups, Auction Web sites (eBay),
Professional Networking (Linked-in, Plaxo),
really simple syndication (RSS), tags, folksonomy, and tag clouds. Briefly here are
some definitions:

are textual but there are other sorts
such as photoblogs, videoblogs and
podcasts. Posts of blogs can be tagged
with keywords in order to categorize
the subjects of the posts.
zz Really Simple Syndication - RSS is
a family of web feed formats used for
syndicating content from blogs or web
pages. RSS uses an XML files format
to summarize information items and
links to the information sources. Using
RSS, users are informed of updates of
the blogs or web sites in which they are
interested.
zz Wikis- A wiki is a web page (or set of
web pages) that can be easily edited by
anyone who is allowed access. Unlike
blogs, previous versions of wikis can be
examined by a history function. Wiki
features are: wiki markup language,
simple site structure and navigation,
simple template, supporting of multiple
users, built-in search feature.
zz Mashups- Web mashup is a web page
(or web site) that combines information and services from multiple
sources on the web. Mashups can
be grouped into seven categories:
mapping, search, mobile, messaging,
sports, shopping, and movies. More
than 40 percent of mashups are map-

ping mashups. It is easier and quicker
to create mashups than to code applications from scratch.
To summarize a Web 2.0 is a CONVERSATION between the original author
of the content and all those who can comment or participate.

Web 3.0
It is the “executable” phase of Word
Wide Web with dynamic applications, interactive services, and “machine-to-machine”
interaction. Web 3.0 is an extension of Web
2.0 and a semantic web which refers to the
future. In Web 3.0, computers can interpret
information like humans and intelligently
generate and distribute useful content tailored to the needs of users. The current focus in technology is TO DEVELOP TECHNOLOGIES THAT HAVE THE ABILITY
TO LEARN AND REASON. Developing
intelligent systems will require all of the
building blocks of Web 1.0, Web 2.0, and
Web 3.0. Technologies will not just be able
to connect information or connect knowledge through semantic techniques, but they
will be able to apply the knowledge shared
between data. Web 3.0 is also known as semantic web. Semantic web is a web that
can demonstrate things in the approach in
which computers can understand. The main
important purpose of semantic web is to

zz Blogs- The term weblog (or blog)
contains web pages called posts which
are published chronologically with
the most recent first, in journal style.
Visitors of the blogs can add a comment below a blog entry. Most blogs
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make the web readable by machines and not
only by humans. It provides the means for
internet users to to engage via Twitter, 3G
cellular, wifi networks, iphone, itv, LocalPick
or LocalEats.

Web 4.0
Web 4.0 is still an underground idea in
progress and there is no exact definition of
how it would be. Web 4.0 is also known as
symbiotic web. The dream behind the symbiotic web is interaction between humans
and machines in symbiosis. It will be possible to build more powerful interfaces such
as mind controlled interfaces using Web 4.0.
In simple words, machines would be clever
on reading the contents of the web, and react in the form of executing and deciding
what to execute first to load the websites
fast with superior quality and performance
and build more commanding interfaces.
Web 4.0 will be the read-write-executionconcurrency web. It achieves a critical mass
of participation in online networks that deliver global transparency, governance, distribution, participation, collaboration into
key communities such as industry, political,
social and other communities. Web 4.0 will
be parallel to the human brain and implies
a massive web of highly intelligent interactions. It is obvious that the web is moving
toward using and becoming an artificial intelligence.

Adina
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Presentations
PS For being patient and faithful to this column and for reading this article I offer you
three bonus ideas:

Use Prezi as a replacement for PowerPoint. Prezi is stored online. The problem
with Prezi is that if you do not have Internet
access you are in a difficult spot. The combination of having the presentation locally
and already uploaded to Google Docs (or
Zoho, which I prefer) is safer. One can also
export a presentation to PDF format in advance as well, which almost all machines
should display properly. Moving students
from PowerPoint to Google Presentation
and/or using Scratch for presentations is
definitely a preferred approach. Usually, I
use Google Drive and download a copy of
the presentation as Microsoft PowerPoint
presentation to my laptop, just in case, since
you cannot always depend on the Internet.
But having it on Google Drive means that
it is on my laptop and in the cloud. So, if I
lose the Internet (as long as you download
it), I still have my presentation. If my laptop crashes, I can still get it online. It is the
best of both worlds. Final point - PowerPoint is very much a one-way instructional
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tool, sometimes a bit more interesting than
paper hand-outs. But I hope you are not
building your lesson around the one-way
provision of information. I hope you point
out that students should be making the
presentations – COLLABORATIVELY!

Excel
Do not ever underestimate the power
of Excel! Take a good look at the picture
to the right. Do you like it? Even if you do
not see the colors (and they have beautiful
tones), how do you think it was done? …
with Adobe, Paint, another random drawing tool? No! … well, it was done using the
drawing tools in Excel! This computer generated art was done in 2006 by a 76 year old
Japanese retired artist. Try Excel today or
challenge your students to try it!

Pinterest
For the first time, in a long time, Pinterest is more popular than Twitter among U.S.
adults and older students. I recently began
to use it in my classes as a form of posting
homework, classroom comments or simply
having the students participate using their
own technology (BYOT). Pinterest is an
electronic bulletin board where users can
“pin” images, video, text, etc. from around
the web. Here are 4 ideas of using Pinterest:
Lesson Plans - Pinterest is a superb
visual resource full of pictures, videos, and
website links. You can search for pins with
a specific theme or subject. The images that
are pinned will lead you to the original

source. Pinterest also is a great resource for
organizing lesson plans for future events.
You can easily bookmark or “pin” lesson
plans you come across on the web for a later
date.
Sharing ideas- Pinterest is a social
networking site that emphasizes interacting
through interests and ideas. For educators,
Pinterest can be a great way to collaborate with teachers, parents, and students.
Clearly the easiest way to share ideas is by
pinning resources that pertain to the classroom. Not only can you get parents and
students involved by pinning images of
events happening in your own classroom,
but you can set up boards that allow multiple people to pin!
Organization- One of Pinterest’s
most attractive qualities is its aid in organ-

ization. Instead of crowding your desktop
with countless folders, you can pin your
sources to classified boards that will display on your profile. These pins will allow
you to remember the source so that you
can go back to it when needed. When categorizing your boards, you may want to
create one for each unit or subject being
taught.
Student Use- Pinterest can be a creative tool for students to use to organize resources for presentations, projects, essays,
etc. If students are engaging in a group project, they can create a board for collaboration with their group members. This means
that the students who are invited to collaborate on their board are allowed to pin
to it—an excellent way to keep ideas/visuals
for the project in one spot.

Your MaFLA.org Website
Have you checked out the MaFLA website lately at mafla.org? Here is what has been happening.
H.O.W. has been updated frequently with resources for everyone. There are links to professional articles such as
Five Soluntions for Online Translators in the Classroom and Using Film Clips to Promote Listening and Cultural Proficiency. We also have links to online resources for holidays, for webinars, for Infographics, for cultural topics, and much
more. Be sure to visit often so you do not miss out.
Catherine’s Conference Blog is an ever-changing resource to keep you up-to-date with fall conference planning. It
will keep you informed of what MaFLA has planned for you for this year’s 2014 Fall Conference focused on Multilingualism the foundation of global leadership.
Our Advocacy Pages are a wonderful resource for keeping your program in the forefront. Remember we need to
continually be showing the important role that foreign language study has in our students’ education for the 21st century.
Check out the great resources and ideas. Our Advocacy team is strong and always working to support the teaching and
learning of foreign languages.
COMING SOON! Tech Tips is a new addition to our website and will be up and running soon. Remember to visit
our professional website mafla.org and utilize the many resources available.
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Foreign Language Week Ideas
3-9 March 2014

New Year’s resolution: I WILL help my school to celebrate Foreign Language Week!

This opportunity only comes but once a year! There are many easy ways to get involved in the celebration – but the
important thing is that you get involved and start planning now! This week not only offers us the unique opportunity to
highlight the important work we do but it also gives us the chance to share with the larger community (free advertising!).
Learning a foreign language is crucially important (and largely ignored in our society)!
Here’s your chance to promote your beliefs and have fun doing it! J

Here are some ideas:
 BE SURE THAT FOREIGN LANGUAGE WEEK IS MADE KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL AND
COMMUNITY! Be sure that there are announcements in the bulletins, newsletters and local papers - if possible!
Invite anyone and everyone to attend events or visit your classroom!
 Make a wall in your school dedicated to foreign expressions. Last year we created a “Wall of Peace”- with Peace in
many different languages and symbols.
 Decorate the entry of your school with one hundred ways to say hello/welcome in another language. Use a bulletin board
or wall space. BE SURE that there is some information explaining the importance of Foreign Language Week in the
display.
 Make posters – flags, maps, common expressions, interesting trivia, etc. – post them around the school.
 Have your students write a paragraph explaining why learning a foreign language is important – select the best ones
– get them typed up and have a quote wall in the school with the students’ opinions. I’ve done this several times –
they write amazing stuff!
 Have a “food day”! Last year I made five stations in my room – each had an international food/beverage at it
(mangos, passion juice, plantain chips, chicharrones, etc.) At each station students may try a bit of the food and they
all had charts to fill out – food description, what it reminds me of, my opinion) It was great!
 Morning announcements! Almost ALL schools in Massachusetts have resources inside! Find the students in your
school who are willing to greet the school in another language! (Last year at South Hadley we had Vietnamese,
Arabic, Spanish, Polish and French!)
 Make it visible! Send out a variety of ‘classroom’ labels to teachers. Students can easily make these up and organize
the distribution.
 Have trivia contests, have a movie day after school, have an international pot luck (especially nice for exchange
students!), offer foods during lunch made by students
 PARTICIPATE IN MaFLA’S POSTER, ESSAY and VIDEO CONTESTS! (SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN THE WINTER
ISSUE! or ONLINE at MaFLA.ORG)
 Visit these sites and get MORE ideas!
mafla.org/advocacy-2/national-foreign-language-week/
www.funtrivia.com/dir/50.html trivia on languages quizzes online
www.nysaflt.org/advocacy/pdf/nflw/flw_activities.pdf more suggested activities.
Alpha Mu Gamma, National Collegiate Foreign Language Honor Society is the official sponsor of National Foreign
Language Week.You can also order posters there too! http://www.lacitycollege.edu/academic/honor/amg/nflw.html

Whatever you decide to do – good for you! Your students will enjoy the activities and in
your own little (or big!) way you are sending a good message to the community! J
If you have other ideas, why not share them with colleagues via the MaFLA website.
Send your suggestions/ideas to ronie@mafla.org
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NECTFL IN
BoSton, ma
SPRING 2014
SuStaining CommunitieS
through World languageS
The 61st Annual Northeast Conference
March 27-30, 2014 at the Marriott Copley Place
Janel Lafond-Paquin, Rogers HS (RI), Chair
What makeS uS unique!
diverse Professional Community
language-, level-, & topic
Based Session Strands
language Suites for Networking
Webinars

What makeS uS great!
exciting exhibit area
high quality program
immersion in language & culture
Professional development credit
Connecting before, during, & after the event

ALL CONFERENCE INFORMATION
AND FORMS www.nectfl.org
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ISE Language Matters Award
MaFLA is pleased to announce that Intercultural Student Experiences (ISE) will fund a
Language Matters Award of $250 for a high school world language teacher selected by
MaFLA. The ISE Award will be made to a high school teacher of a world language who has
achieved outstanding success in getting his / her students to speak the target language
through exemplary motivation and creative methods; in addition, the winner shall be a
teacher who has provided authentic immersion experiences outside the classroom for
students to apply their speaking skills. Any current MaFLA member may submit an
application. The application should consist of:


A statement on his/her philosophy on the importance of taking students to the target
country.



Evidence of previous student trips to target countries and examples of the predeparture programs to prepare students for the immersion experiences (i.e. trip
itineraries and sample of abridged units/lesson plans.)



A one-page “testimonial letter” from a (former) student addressing the teacher’s
impact in the classroom and the value of the immersion experience.



A one-page letter of recommendation from a colleague or supervisor that addresses
the teacher’s commitment to excellence in the classroom, immersion experiences,
and to a global education.
Complete applications will be received no later than May 30, 2014

The application materials should be mailed to: MaFLA Awards Committee, c/o Tiesa Graf,
500 River Road, South Hadley, MA 01075. Inquiries should be addressed to:
tiesagraf9@gmail.com. The award, which consists of a check for $250 and a framed
certificate, will be presented at the MaFLA Saturday Luncheon at the annual MaFLA
conference on Saturday, October 25, 2014. For further information on the ISE, consult their
web site at www.isemn.org
Nomination Deadline: May 30, 2014

TO BE AWARDED AT THE SATURDAY LUNCHEON, OCTOBER 25, 2014
Winter Edition
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Elaine G. Batting Memorial Scholarship
MaFLA has established a $500.00 scholarship to honor the memory of an outstanding teacher of Latin in Massachusetts. A long-time member of MaFLA, Elaine G. Batting served on MaFLA’s Board of Directors from 1990 until her untimely death in 1994. During her tenure as a teacher of Latin, she received numerous fellowships for both intensive study
and travel during the summer and encouraged others to apply for such scholarships by presenting workshops on how to
apply for fellowships and grants. Her studies and experiences contributed significantly to the curriculum base in classical
languages. It is expected that the recipient of the Memorial Scholarship will make similar contributions to the study of classical languages in the Commonwealth, including a 75-minute presentation at the 2014 MaFLA Conference and a 350 word
article for the MaFLA Newsletter.

ELIGIBILITY
The applicant must be a member in good standing of MaFLA, be a full-time teacher in a public or private school K-12, and must carry
a teaching load of at least 60% in classical languages/studies.
This form, completed, must be accompanied by:
1.
2.
3.
4.

an outline of a study project or study proposal
a summary of curricular outcome of the project or travel
a short essay on how the proposed study or travel will impact the applicant’s future teaching
a recommendation from a fellow classics teacher/department chair concerning the candidate’s previous work and potential
benefit from the proposed project or travel

N.B. Those who have previously received a Batting Scholarship will be considered after first time submissions are considered.

2014 MaFLA Elaine G. Batting Memorial Scholarship Application
Name:_____________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Home Address:_________________________________________________ Phone: __________________
School Name:__________________________________________________ Phone: __________________
School Address: _________________________________________________________________________
Classes taught in 2013-2014 _______________________________________________________________
Years teaching - full time _____________ part time _____________ Latin/Greek/Classical Humanities
If awarded the scholarship, I agree to make a presentation at the annual MaFLA Conference and write a 350 word article for the MaFLA
newsletter on my project.
					Signature ______________________________________________

This form and complete supporting materials must be submitted by March 31, 2014.
Send completed application packet to:
			
			
			

Brenda Cook 			
60 Miller Street
Middleborough, MA 02346
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Email: bbc777@verizon.net

The successful applicant will be notified by April 30, 2014.
2014 MaFLA Newletter

PURPOSE:

Helen G. Agbay New Teacher
Graduate Study Scholarship

The Massachusetts Foreign Language Association has established a $500.00 scholarship to honor the memory of Helen
G. Agbay who was a founding member of MaFLA and served on the board for many years in numerous capacities. During
her career as a foreign language educator and interpreter, Helen taught French and Spanish at the K-12 levels as well as at
the post-secondary level. She was not only a foreign language educator, but also an advanced degree language student of
Italian and Portuguese. To honor Helen and her passion and dedication for the teaching and learning of languages, this
scholarship has been created to financially assist a current foreign language teacher who is in the process of earning a master’s degree in foreign language education.

CRITERIA FOR APPLICATION:
For consideration the applicant is required to be:
zz a member in good standing of MaFLA
zz a full-time foreign language teacher (K-12) in a public or private school from 1-10 years
zz matriculated in a graduate studies program in foreign language education

The application form (below) must be accompanied by:
☐☐ a copy of academic transcripts
☐☐ proof of matriculation in a graduate program
☐☐ two letters of recommendation from:
(1) current school principal or department chair
(2) additional administrator or fellow foreign language teacher
☐☐ personal statement of intent for use of scholarship (maximum one page)

2014 Helen G. Agbay New Teacher Graduate Study Scholarship Application Form
Name: _______________________________________________ Email: __________________________
Home Address: ________________________________________ Phone: __________________________
School Name: _________________________________________ Phone: __________________________
School Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Classes taught in 2013-2014 ______________________________________________________________
Years and languages taught: Full-time ___________________
I am a full time teacher.

Part-time ____________________

Signature ________________________________________________

This form and complete supporting materials must be submitted by June 1, 2014 to:
					Nicole Sherf

					43 Ralph Road
					Marblehead, MA 01945

The successful applicant will be notified by June 15, 2014.
Winter Edition
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Cemanahuac/MaFLA Scholarship
Are you looking to improve your proficiency in Spanish? Are you a French teacher who has recently discovered that you
are teaching a few classes in Spanish? Are you interested in expanding your knowledge of Mexico and its culture? Then
perhaps you are the perfect candidate for this cooperative effort between the Cemanahuac Educational Community and
MaFLA. For the seventeenth year the Cemanahuac Educational Community in Cuernavaca, Mexico, is offering a full twoweek scholarship for a MaFLA member. The scholarship is for two weeks of intensive Spanish language study in Cuernavaca.
Family housing (double room), Cemanahuac’s Latin American studies classes, one field trip, a certificate of achievement, and
registration are included. The value of this scholarship is $1100.00. The recipient can attend Cemanahuac any time during
2014, and if he/she wishes to stay beyond the two weeks, Cemanahuac will offer the recipient a reduced tuition fee. Winner
is responsible for air transportation, transfer to Cuernavaca, textbook and personal expenses.
Eligibility: The applicant must be a member in good standing of MaFLA; be a full-time teacher in a public or private school,
elementary through high school level during the 2013-2014 school year; and must carry a teaching load of at least 40% Spanish classes. Applicant must also be willing to share his/her experience by presenting a session at the MaFLA Conference.
The selection committee will be composed of members of the MaFLA Board of Directors and will consider:
zz merit as evidenced by professional commitment to and involvement in the teaching of Spanish;
zz need for an immersion experience in Mexico;
zz how the applicant perceives that the experience will enhance his/her teaching as expressed in a personal statement written in
Spanish;
zz evidence of institutional support, in the form of a letter of recommendation from the applicant’s department chairperson or
principal;
zz willingness of the selected teacher to provide a session at the annual MaFLA Conference.

2014 Cemanahuac Scholarship Application Form
Please print or type
Name:_________________________________________________ Email: _______________________________
Home Address: ________________________________________________________Phone:_________________
School Name:__________________________________________________________Phone:_________________
School Address:______________________________________________________________________________
Classes taught in 2013-2014: ____________________________________________________________________
Years teaching: full time ______ part time ______

Years teaching Spanish at least 40% of load________

If awarded the scholarship, I agree to make a presentation at the annual MaFLA Conference and/or write an article for the
MaFLA newsletter on my immersion experience.
							Signature __________________________________________
Please submit the following with your application
Cover Letter: Please submit a cover letter, in English, with a Curriculum Vitae listing your educational degrees, professional activities,
membership in professional organizations, and any other information you think would help the committee in evaluating your application.
Immersion Experience: List experience in a Spanish-speaking country or in the US. Include dates of undergraduate and graduate study,
personal and school-affiliated travel, and work.
Statement: Write a 200-word statement in Spanish describing what you would expect to gain from studying in Cuernavaca and how the
experience would enhance your teaching.
Recommendation: Include with your application a letter of support, in a sealed envelope, from your department chairperson or principal.

Submit the application form and supporting materials by March 31, 2014, to:
Ronie R. Webster, 41 Glenn Drive, Wilbraham, MA 01095-1439

The winning candidate will be notified by April 30, 2014.
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NEW TEACHER COMMENDATION
FOR EXCELLENCE IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING
Four Complimentary Three-Year Memberships to MaFLA Will Be Awarded
PURPOSE: MaFLA’s mission encompasses the mentoring, support and professional growth of new teachers in the profession. This commendation and accompanying award recognize new teachers for demonstrated excellence. MaFLA wishes to welcome new teachers to the
state organization and to offer multiple opportunities for professional development, support, networking, and collegiality through membership. Awardees will receive a complimentary three-year membership to the Massachusetts Foreign Language Association (MaFLA)
and all accompanying benefits.

CRITERIA FOR RECOMMENDATION/APPLICATION:
New Teacher refers to a person who, at the time of being recommended or of applying for the award is:
1.
2.

New to the foreign language teaching profession within the past 5 years.
A full-time foreign language teacher in Massachusetts.

The nominating letter for the new teacher must show that (s)he demonstrates:
zz Proficiency in the language(s) taught.
zz Knowledge and application of current methodologies of foreign language teaching.
zz Knowledge of the diverse learning styles of students.
zz Successful communication skills with students and colleagues.
zz A class atmosphere conducive to learning.
zz Involvement in extra-curricular foreign language activities.
zz Involvement in professional activities.
zz Enthusiasm in his/her teaching and learning of foreign languages.

RECOMMENDATION/APPLICATION PROCESS:
Recommendations/applications for the commendation can be made by a school administrator, a colleague or the teacher him/herself.
All applications must be sent to the MaFLA Board New Teacher Awards Committee Chairperson listed below by March 31, 2014.

New Teacher Commendation Application Form
Please print or type
Name:________________________________________________ Email: _______________________________
Home Address: _______________________________________________________ Phone: ________________
School Name:_________________________________________________________ Phone: ________________
School Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Classes taught in 2013-2014: ____________________________________________________________________
Years teaching: full time ______ part time ______

Years teaching Foreign Language(s) ________

Submit the application form and supporting materials by March 31, 2014, to:
					Nicole Sherf
					43 Ralph Road
					Marblehead, MA 01945
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MaFLA Past Presidents’ Award
Awards of $500 each will be given to up to four deserving high school students who have demonstrated excellence in foreign language study and service/leadership within their school.
N. B. Native speakers are encouraged to apply.

************************Criteria for Scholarships*********************
1.

Student must be a senior in high school who has completed the last sequence of that language.

2.

Student must have studied a foreign language for a minimum of three sequential levels (Spanish I, II, III, for example). The
only exception will be for students who study a critical language which has a program of only two years in scope (Chinese I,
Chinese II, for example).

3.

Student must be planning to continue foreign language study at the college level.

4.

Student must have achieved a 90% average in the foreign language over the 3+ years of study.

5.

Student must have demonstrated service to or leadership within the department, school and/or community. Some examples
are language club officer, tutor, etc.

6.

Student must be able to articulate in an essay of not more than 250 words the importance of foreign language study. This
topic may be treated either globally or personally. Some examples are:
The Importance of Foreign Language Study in Today’s Changing World
The Importance of Foreign Language Study in My Life
N. B. This essay should be written in English.

7.

Nominating teacher must be a member of MaFLA.

APPLICATION FORM

(to be filled out by nominating teacher)
Name of Student: ________________________________________________________ Email: _______________________
School: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Language Studied: _______________Years of Study (9-12): _______________ Highest level completed: _______________
Overall Average in the language for which he/she is nominated (9-12): __________________________________________
Nominating Teacher: _____________________________________________________ Email: ______________________
School Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________ School Phone: ______________________ Membership expires: ______________
PLEASE SUBMIT THIS APPLICATION WITH THE FOLLOWING:
1. Official high school student transcript (including first semester grades for 2013-2014)
2. Student essay of not more than 250 words on the importance of foreign language study (in English, please)
3. A single page letter of support from the nominating teacher which should include evidence of student’s leadership/service
to department, school and/or community.
4. A signed statement from the student indicating his/her intention to continue foreign language studies in college.
N.B. Applications which do not contain all required materials will not be considered.
Send to: Maryann Brady, PO BOX 548, Black Oak Lane, Dracut MA 01826
Questions: brdy1@comcast.net

APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY: MARCH 31, 2014.
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MaFLA Student Award Certificates
The MaFLA Board of Directors has established an awards program for students of foreign languages in public and private
schools in Massachusetts. Awards categories are:
1.
2.

One award for excellence for each language per school. This certificate is conferred upon the student who has demonstrated
excellence (highest achievement) in the most advanced course of each language taught in each school.
One award per high school to a student who has distinguished him/herself for leadership in foreign language activities.

Any public or private school in Massachusetts wishing to recognize academic excellence and leadership in foreign language activities by awarding the MaFLA award certificates should complete the form provided and return it to the address
on the form. Individual certificates, signed by a member of the Board of Directors of MaFLA, will be sent for presentation to
students. Each school is eligible to make one award for excellence in each language taught (no ties, please). Each high school
is eligible to make one award per school for leadership (no ties, please) in foreign language activities.
The Board of Directors has established the following criteria which each award recipient’s school must meet:

a.
b.
c.

d.
e.
f.

Nominees must be public or private school students in Massachusetts.
Recipients of the Award for Excellence must be enrolled in the most advanced course offered in their school of the language for
which they have been selected to receive the award.
Recipients of the Award for Leadership for foreign language activities may be enrolled in any high school foreign language course
but must demonstrate leadership in foreign language activities. No more than one award per high school per year will be granted
for leadership.
Recipients are to be selected by the foreign language faculty of their respective schools. Criteria for determining highest
achievement shall be determined by the local school’s foreign language department.
Schools participating in the awards program must have at least one current MaFLA member on their foreign language staffs.
Application for awards must be made through this member.
The deadline for request for 2013-2014 certificates is May 15, 2014.

***************************** MaFLA STUDENT AWARD FORM *******************************
As a current member of MaFLA and the person representing my school’s foreign language department, I nominate the
students named below for MaFLA awards. I certify that the criteria outlined by the MaFLA Board of Directors have been
met by the nominees and by their school.

MUST BE TYPED! (or submit online via mafla.org)
I. Awards for Excellence:
Student(s) Nominated 			
Language(s)		
Course(s)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Award for Leadership (High School):
Student Nominated				Language(s)		 Course(s)
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Nominator’s Name:___________________________ Membership Expires: ___________________________
School:_____________________________________ Phone: ______________________________________
School Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________
Mail to:
		
		

Anna Tirone 			
Email: abtirone@comcast.net
120 Winchester Road
Arlington, MA 02474-2139
DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF NOMINATIONS: May 15, 2014

Winter Edition
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If you feel you have not heard from MaFLA, YOUR professional organization, lately, perhaps it is because you have indicated
in your profile that you do not wish to receive communications
from us. If you want to be aware of our special events, offers,
and news updates then be sure to change your status in your
profile. Need help with this? Contact our membership chair,
Madelyn Gonnerman Torchin, at membership@mafla.org and
she will help you to update your profile.
Send YOUR contribution to the next issue to:
Ronie R. Webster ronie@mafla.org
41 Glenn Drive
Wilbraham, MA 01095
Phone 413.596.9284
Deadline for the Spring Issue is Mar. 5
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