2-Hour Workshops - Thursday, October 21, 4:00 - 6:00 PM

Workshop 1 - Fmbedding Authentic Resources into Lesson Plans
Leslie Grahn

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

Understanding that it is ideal to use

authentic resources as much as possible

in our lesson plans, how do we achieve

that goal? In this webinar, we will explore

how to make authentic text work for you
in the various phases of lesson planning.

PRESENTER BIO

Leslie Grahn is the former Coordinator of World
Languages for the Howard County Public
Schools in Maryland. She has twenty-seven
years of lLanguage teaching experience at the
middle and high school levels. She has been
on the Board of Directors of the Maryland
Foreign Language Association since 1997,
serving as its President from 2002-2004 and
2010-2012.

Workshop 2 - Playing MatchMaker: Grammar and Your Units

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

ACTFLs Core Practice of Teaching
Grammar as a Concept takes careful,
intentional planning. When planning a
unit, it can be difficult choosing the right
grammar to support your goals and even
more difficult to incorporate that grammar
in a meaningful way. Join us for this
session where we will talk about creating
thematic units and finding grammar’s
place in those units. We will look at
examples of what to do when planning,
when introducing grammar and how to
follow up using grammar throughout the
units all while keeping communication as
our primary goal.

Mike Travers

PRESENTER BIO

Mike Travers is a Spanish teacher at
Wellesley High School and a former
French/Spanish teacher from Norton. Mike
has a Bachelor's degree from Stonehill
College and a Master's in Education from
UMASS Boston. Mike is very active in local
professional development events where he
presents, facilitates or participates in
conferences and workshops to learn more
about proficiency based teaching. Apart from
conferences, Mike is collaborating on the
Communities committee for the new MA
World Language Frameworks, working as a
consultant for Idioma Consulting and
recently won MaFLA's Best of State for his
2019 presentation "But What About The
Grammar”. He truly enjoys working with
teachers to find grammar’s place in
proficiency and writing thematic,
communication based units.



2-Hour Workshops - Friday, October 22, 4:00 - 6:00 PM

Workshop 3 - Let's Give Them Something to Talk About
Katrina Griffin

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

Ever feel like you have taught your students
a lot of vocabulary, but they still aren't
speaking in class? Do some students speak
all the time and others never say a word?
Wondering what you need to do to motivate
students to voluntarily talk to each other in
the target language at all times and at all
levels? This ACTFL Teacher of the Year will
show you step by step what to give
students in order to empower them to take
control of their own learning. Students at
every level can be successful at achieving
meaningful output when provided
appropriate supports, and soon you won't
be able to get them to stop! Experience
many low-prep strategies first-hand as a
participant, watch videos of students using
the target language in various settings, and
leave with a greater understanding of what
steps to take to cultivate oral proficiency in

the classroom.

PRESENTER BIO

Katrina Griffin is a nationally recognized leader
and award-winning German teacher at North
County High School in Glen Burnie, Maryland.
She is an ACTFL Board Member and Mentor
and was named the ACTFL Teacher of the Year.
From 2013-2017 Katrina served as chair of the
Maryland Foreign Language Association’s
Advocacy Committee, and since 2016 has
lobbied for support of languages on Capitol
Hill during the annual JNCL-NICLIS Advocacy
Day. Her collaboration with both ACTFL and
JNCL-NCLIS leadership was instrumental in
getting the Seal of Biliteracy passed in the
state of Maryland in 2016. Katrina holds a
Master's degree in German from Middlebury
College, a B.S. in Secondary Education from
Bloomsburg University, and B.A. degrees in
International Politics and German from Penn
State University.

Workshop 4 - Teaching Languages Younger: Intercultural Projects for Flementary School

Language Teachers

Karen Marie Sasky Hughes

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

This presentation is geared toward world
language elementary school teachers that
want to incorporate intercultural projects
into their teaching. Often elementary school
language classes are focused on teaching
the language, but it is essential to broaden
our lessons to include cultural elements that
relate to the various peoples and the
countries where the languages are spoken.
At the end of this presentation participants
can: 1) Identify intercultural project ideas
where students participate in the target
language 2) Develop strategies for cross-
disciplinary cooperation to promote
intercultural learning at school 3) Identify
ways to bring in diverse people for
experiential learning in the schools and
classrooms 4) Collaborate with other
workshop participants to share ideas.

PRESENTER BIO

Karen Marie Sasky Hughes, MBA, M.Ed., is an
experienced FLES (Foreign Language in the
Elementary School) educator and presenter
with over twenty years of experience
teaching and promoting language learning at
all levels. Karen is the Advocacy Chair for
NNELL, The National Network for Early
Language Learning. She currently teaches
elementary and middle school Spanish at
Lincoln Public Schools and Hanscom AFB
Schools in MA. Before teaching, she was an
international marketing executive working in
Europe and the US for multinational
corporations. Her website is
TeachLanguagesYounger.org.



3-Hour Workshops - Saturday, October 23, 9:00 - 12:00 PM

Workshop 5 - Where Are You Really From? How Teacher Identity and Biases Paint the
Learning Experience of Students

Barbara Barnett

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

Where are you from?... A simple, but yet
ubiquitous, question that implies a
progression of where you began and where
you are going. Often asked out of pure
curiosity, many times it can be a loaded
question whose multifaceted answer may
lead to feelings of exclusion and
microaggressions. Are you ready to unpack
this question? Come to this workshop to
ponder where you are “really” from, and to
explore how your own identity and biases
paint the learning experiences you develop
for your students.

PRESENTER BIO

A native of Puerto Rico (with some Cuban
seasoning), Barbara Barnett is an avid believer
that children can and should learn a foreign
language. All children have the right to access
high-quality language instruction; regardless
of learning styles, achievement levels,
race/ethnic origin, sociceconomic status,
home language, or future academic goals.
Barbara has been teaching and leading
professional learning for over twenty years.
She has taught and supervised Kindergarten to
12th-grade programs; including immersion and
FLES. Barbara is currently having a blast as the
K-5 Department Head for World Languages at
the Wellesley Public Schools where she
started and continues to develop their Spanish
FLES program.

Workshop 6 - Roomies, Zoomies and the Future: Lessons in Transparency from 2020-2021

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

Participants will be charged to reflect on the
planning routines and habits that can make
their language class a memorable
experience for students rather than just
memorized content. In the context of large,
diverse classes, especially in the context of
2020-21 COVID1g-affected teaching,
Meredith will share her department’s
planning and grading routines that make
can-do and proficiency-based language
teaching enjoyable, effective, and flexible in
classroom/virtual/ hybrid settings.
Participants will receive all files used during
the session to then, editable to fit their own
needs. (http://bit ly/MeredithWhite)

Meredith White

PRESENTER BIO

Meredith White earned her B.A., B.S., M.Ed.,
and Ed.S. all in World Language Education
from the University of Georgia. Her focus on
novice learners works to ingrain proficiency,
authentic resources, genuine tasks, student-
guided thematic units, and making language
learning enjoyable. When she isn't at PRHS
teaching Spanish, she's at Georgia State
University teaching educational methods
classes or presenting/attending state,
regional, and national workshops. Passionate
about sharing and collaborating with other
teachers, she blogs, moderates the PLN
#langchat, and serves on the GGC College of
Education Advisory and SEALLT Executive
Boards.



3-Hour Workshops - Saturday, October 23, 1:00 - 4:00 PM

Workshop 7 - Intercultural Citizenship in Practice
Manuela Wagner

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

Participants will engage in hands-on
activities and discussions to learn how to
advocate for all language learners and for
language education by using the framework
of intercultural communication,

apply Michael Byram's (2008) model of
intercultural citizenship in order to help
students use their intercultural competence
to solve problems in the here and now,
modify a unit that integrates intercultural
citizenship.

PRESENTER BI0

Manuela Wagner holds an M.A in English
studies and Marketing and a Ph.D. in English
Studies with a specialization in linguistics
from Graz University, Austria. During her
graduate studies she spent 2 years in the
baby lab of Psychophysics in the
Department of Neurophysiology at the Max-
Planck-Institute for Brain Research in
Frankfurt/Main, Germany. She also spent 3
years in the Department of Human
Development and Psychology at the
Harvard Graduate School of Education

Workshop 8 - Developing Authentic Lessons

WORKHOP DESCRIPTION

Let’s talk about how to reinvigorate your next

thematic unit - inspired by culture and
authentic resources! Experience
communicative lessons to jump-start your

planning. You'll see how to quickly create new
lessons based on common daily objectives.

Learn different ways to combine engaging
authentic resources with our favorite

adaptable activities. Walk away with inspiration
and templates to build your own lessons for

any thematic unit.

Kara Parker & Megan Smith

PRESENTERS' BIOs

Kara Parker is the co-creator of teacher
websites like AdiésTextbook and Creative
Language Class. She is enthusiastic about
proficiency-based instruction inspired by
culture in order to positively impact
students’ language learning experiences.
She has taught Spanish and ESL in
Louisville, KY and is National Board
certified. Currently she lives in
Minneapolis, MN.

Megan Smith is the co-creator of teacher
websites like AdiésTextbook and Creative
Language Class. She studied International
Business and Spanish and has a Masters in
Education. Her time working and studying
abroad inspired her to create more
authentic lessons with real world tasks to
develop 21st Century skills. She taught
high school Spanish in Louisville,
Kentucky and now lives and works in
Charleston, South Carolina.



3-Hour Workshops - Sunday, October 24, 9:00 - 12:00 PM

Workshop 9 - Creating Equitable Classrooms While Teaching Intercultural Citizenship

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

In addition to the language component of
world language instruction, many language
teachers are interested in making their
classrooms places where students can
develop intercultural competence and
enact social justice. At the same time,
teachers need to give careful consideration
to how to ensure their content and teaching
practices result in more equitable
outcomes for all students. In this workshop
the presenter will give an overview of the
theoretical frameworks guiding teaching
intercultural competence while
demonstrating how to use culturally
sustaining pedagogies to create equity
within their classrooms. The presenter will
bring examples from her own classroom
translated into English as an example of
how this can be done. Workshop
participants will also be guided through a
process of critical reflection so they can
consider how to enhance one of their own
units to incorporate these practices
including learning to evaluate the
resources they use for bias.

Dorie Conlon Perugini

PRESENTER BIO

Dorie Conlon Perugini is a world language
educator, advecate, and consultant. She has
been working as an elementary Spanish
teacher in Glastonbury, Connecticut in grades
1-5 since 2006. She is a current Ph.D. student in
Applied Linguistics and Discourse Studies at
the University of Connecticut where her
studies focus on the development of
Intercultural Competence through world
language education. She has been involved in
a variety of professional organizations
including serving as the Executive Secretary
for the National Network of Early Language
learning for six years.

Workshop 10 - Planning With a Purpose, Bringing Order to Your Teacher Toolkit
Thomas Sauer

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

When schools develop new curricula, there
are often gaps that exist between what is
written and is needed to implement the new
curricula, leaving teachers confused and
frustrated before they have started planning
a single lesson. In this workshop, participants
will learn how to deconstruct unit can-do
statements into logically sequenced chunks
for daily lessons. Participants will review
several examples and will develop a series of
learning targets and activities that move
students from input to output incorporating
frequent checks for learning designed to
provide feedback for the learner and teacher.

PRESENTER BIO

Thomas Sauer, an Educational Entrepreneur,
is a visionary thinker, designer and change
facilitator, and Director of Design and
Communication for AdvancelLearning, a
newly found non-profit organization focused
on identifying teacher effectiveness in non-
core subject areas and empowering
educators to become more effective.
Previously, he served as World Language
Specialist for school systems in major urban

areas such as Louisville, Kentucky where
Thomas was instrumental in guiding teachers
to design units of study learning resources
and implement articulated proficiency-based
programs and assessments. Other
professional experiences include teaching
German at the University of Kentucky,
Georgetown College, and the Kentucky
Institute for International Studies and
through a nationally distributed distance
learning series at Kentucky Educational
Television.



