
MAFLA 2024 Fall Conference: Empowering Educators, 
Inspiring Students

World Languages: A Core Subject



Welcome to MAFLA 2024!

● October 24-26, 2024 in Springfield, MA
● Exciting professional development for 

K-16 world language educators
● Opportunity to connect with colleagues 

from across New England
● What are you most looking forward to at 

this year's conference?



Pre-Conference 
Workshops

● October 24: Full-day and evening 
options

● Topics include curriculum design, 
proficiency development, and 
inclusive teaching

● Nationally recognized presenters 
like Laura Terrill and Tim Eagan

● Which workshop catches your 
eye?



Featured Conference Day
● October 25: Packed day of learning and 

networking
● Over 50 presentations on diverse topics
● Exhibit hall with latest resources
● Panel discussions on advocacy and social 

justice
● How will you plan your conference 

schedule?
● Don’t miss out on the Member Reception!!
● Raffles in Exhibit Hall



Deep Dive Saturday Workshops

● Options include vocabulary instruction, 
standards integration, and department 
leadership (Laura Terrill)

● Rekindling Our Relationship with the 
Neglected Cs: Putting Connections, 
Comparisons, and Communities at the 
Core of Language Learning (Rebecca 
Aubrey)

● Beyond the Job Description: Actualizing 
the Department Leader Purpose (Greta 
Lundgaard)



Deep Dive Saturday Working Groups
● AI in the World Language Classroom

Are you interested in using AI in language teaching? Join our group 
to:
What We'll Do
- Explore AI tools for language classes
- Share experiences
- Develop new ideas
Who It's For
- Language teachers curious about AI
- Teachers already using AI
- Educators wanting to learn more

● We Did the Seal. Now What?

How can departments leverage the data to guide 

instruction?

What We’ll Do

● Explore different test options
● Analyze questions and prompts on the test(s)
● Brainstorm strategies for departmental decisions 

based on the data



Spotlight on Technology

● Sessions on AI in language education
● Using tech for ancient world exploration
● Movie trailers as communication assessment
● How are you currently using technology in your 

classroom?



Cultural Connections

● Embedding Guadeloupe culture in 
lessons

● Taino language and culture curriculum
● Italian language through opera
● La Soirée de la Francophonie event
● What cultural experiences do you hope to 

bring back to your students?



Innovative Teaching Strategies

● Comprehensible storytelling for elementary
● Body language and dance in language learning
● Gamification for novice learners
● Critical thinking through Latin roleplaying
● Which strategy sounds most intriguing to you?



Focus on Inclusion and 
Equity

● Anti-Racism curriculum for 
heritage speakers

● Universal Design for Learning 
integration

● Trauma-informed language 
teaching

● How do you promote inclusivity in 
your classroom?



Networking Opportunities

● Leadership Breakfast Conversations

● Member Reception

● Immersion Breakfast

● Business & Awards Luncheon

● What connections do you hope to make?



Conference Logistics

● Download the EventMobi app for 
schedules and materials
○ Gamification
○ Feedback 

● On-site registration available
● Bring your device to access 

WiFi and digital resources
● What other questions do you 

have about attending MAFLA 
2024?


