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A. Directors 
 

1.​ Diane Mehegan  
●​ MAFLA Proficiency Academy Co-Chair 
●​ World Language/EL Curriculum Supervisor, Duxbury, MA 
●​ Certified Spanish and ESL 
●​ BA Mount Holyoke College, Spanish 
●​ MA Simmons College, TESOL 

 
2.​ Katia Marticorena 

●​ MAFLA President Elect 
●​ MAFLA Proficiency Academy Co-Chair 
●​ Certified Spanish teacher 
●​ GCPS World Languages Methodology & Pedagogy, Southern New Hampshire 

University 
●​ M.A. Operations and Logistics, PUCP Centrum Católica Business School, 

Lima-Peru 
●​ M.A. Management and Marketing, University San Ignacio de Loyola (USIL), 

Lima-Peru 
 
B. Presenters 
 

1.​ Implementation Strand: Rebecca Blouwolff 
●​ 2020 ACTFL National Language Teacher of the Year  
●​ Frequent presenter at ACTFL, NECTFL, MAFLA Proficiency Academy, PEARLL 

Summer Institute, and other MAFLA conferences 
●​ French teacher at Wellesley Middle School since 1998 
●​ Master’s degree from Harvard Graduate School of Education in Teacher 

Leadership 
●​ Certified French teacher 
●​ National Board Certified French teacher 

 
Rebecca Blouwolff has taught French at Wellesley Middle School in MA 
since 1998, but fell in love with teaching middle schoolers while serving 
as a Fulbright teaching scholar at a collège in Saint-Omer, France. 
Novice students inspire her to create engaging, age-appropriate 
lessons focused on global awareness. Together with her husband, she 
speaks non-native French at home to her own two children. She earned 
a B.A. magna cum laude in American Civilization and Judaic Studies at 
Brown University, and an M.Ed. in Teacher Leadership at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. She is a National Board Certified 
Teacher, 2019 MaFLA and NECTFL Teacher of the Year, and 2020 
ACTFL Language Teacher of Year. 
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Curriculum Strand, Leslie Grahn 
●​ Former World Language supervisor in Howard County, MD 
●​ 27 years experience as a French and Spanish educator at the middle and 

high school levels 
●​ Co-author of the ACTFL publication, The Keys to Strategies for Language 

Instruction 
●​ Has served on the boards of ACTFL, NECTFL and NADSFL. 
●​ Frequent presenter at local, state, regional, and national conferences 

 
​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
Leslie Grahn has twenty-seven years of language teaching 
experience at the middle and high school levels and twelve 
years of experience at the central office level, most recently 
as Coordinator of World Languages for the Howard County 
Public School System in Maryland. Leslie has been a course 
instructor on foreign language teaching methods and 
differentiated instruction, has led both curriculum and 
assessment development teams, and is a frequent presenter 
at state, regional, and national conferences, specializing in 
best practices. She curates and creates resources to support 
language teaching and learning and shares them through her 
website (www.grahnforlang.com) and on Pinterest 
(grahnforlang). She has experience in teacher and leadership 
development and leads training on instructional coaching, 
mentoring, leadership, and communication skills. Leslie is the 

co-author of The Keys to Strategies for Language Instruction and has served on the 
boards of NECTFL, NADSFL and ACTFL. 
​ ​ ​ ​  
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Graduate Credit Requirements 

 
To earn your graduate credits, you must submit the following to Diane Mehegan 
(dianemehegan@gmail.com) no later than July 15, 2025 for grading. Under no circumstances will 
the deadline be extended. 
 
**No assignments will be reviewed or graded prior to this deadline, and transcripts will be 
available from Westfield State University late summer. It is your responsibility to contact Westfield 
State University directly for a copy of the transcript. MAFLA does not provide copies of transcripts 
directly to attendees.  
 
To obtain an official transcript:  http://www.westfield.ma.edu/uploads/dgce-pdfs/transform.pdf 
To obtain an unofficial transcript 
 
View your grade online and/or get a screen print of your grade: 
  

1)​ Please call the College of Graduate and Continuing Education at 413-572-8020 to get 
your ID #. 

2)​ Go to www.westfield.ma.edu 
3)​ Click on 'mywestfield' tab 
4)​ Click on 'activate your account' 
5)​ Username is first letter of first name last name last 4 digits of ID# and password is your 

ID  # 
For example: jane doe ID #A12345678 
user name is  jdoe5678 
password is your A number or in this example  A 12345678 

6)​ Reset password 
7)​ Set up security questions 
8)​ Log in with new password 
9)​ Select ‘view final grade’ 

  
Any problems, please contact Cornel Hurston at 413.572.8028 or churston@westfield.ma.edu 
 
All submissions must be sent electronically, in one PDF document. A cover page must be 
included with the name, date, and title of items presented in the document, as well as page 
numbers. Max 10 pages for one graduate credit. Max 20 pages for two graduate credits. No items 
submitted in a different format will be accepted. 
 
Assignment for IMPLEMENTATION Strand 

1.​ A report must be submitted prior to July 15, 2025. Under no circumstances will the 
deadline be extended. 

2.​ The report includes a synopsis of each day of the Proficiency Academy and how you plan 
to incorporate the information presented in each session into your curriculum.  

3.​ For one graduate credit, submit any one of the following. For two graduate credits, submit 
any two of the following: 

a.​ An original lesson plan using the ACTFL template or a template provided by 
Rebecca Blouwolff. 

b.​ An original 5-day learning progression within an existing unit.  
c.​ An original performance assessment with an accompanying rubric that’s 

appropriate for performance target and mode of communication. 

 
 

http://www.westfield.ma.edu/uploads/dgce-pdfs/transform.pdf
http://www.westfield.ma.edu/
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All written material becomes the property of MAFLA and Westfield State University, and may be 
used for promotional purposes by MAFLA. There are no extensions and no refunds for 
participants who do not submit their reports by the deadline. 
 
Participants who earn a grade below a ‘B-’ because their written report and/or lesson plan is 
incomplete will not receive any credit.  
 
 
 
Assignment for the CURRICULUM STRAND 
 

A report must be submitted prior to July 15, 2025. Under no circumstances will the 
deadline be extended. 
 
The report includes a synopsis of each day of the Proficiency Academy and how you plan 
to incorporate the information presented in each session into your curriculum.  
For one graduate credit, submit any one of the following. For two graduate credits, submit 
both of the following: 

●​ Create a Unit Design Quick Reference Card/User Guide that assists 
curriculum/unit writers in using the DESE Massachusetts World Languages 
Curriculum Alignment Guide for Unit Planning document.  Include examples 
and graphics. 

 

●​ Complete the Designing Tasks Aligned to Learning Targets and Authentic 
Resources document with links to and descriptions of culturally relevant 
authentic resources of a variety of text types aligned to a unit theme and 
learning targets.  Suggest two (2) key learning activities for each mode 
(including intercultural communication).   

All written material becomes the property of MAFLA and Westfield State University, and may be 
used for promotional purposes by MAFLA. There are no extensions and no refunds for 
participants who do not submit their reports by the deadline. 
 
Participants who earn a grade below a ‘B-’ because their written report and/or lesson plan is 
incomplete will not receive any credit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1kqXSeKFu0axSVZ1EfgixjmSPatRtBa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1kqXSeKFu0axSVZ1EfgixjmSPatRtBa/view?usp=sharing
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Criteria 

Below 
Expectations 

(F) 

Approaching 
Expectations 

(B-) 

Meeting 
Expectations 

(B) 

Above Expectations 
(A) 

Report/Synopsis 
of Sessions 

The report 
includes a very 
poorly written or 
nonexistent 
synopsis of each 
session of the 
Proficiency 
Academy and 
fails to include 
how you plan to 
incorporate the 
information 
presented into 
your teaching.  

The report 
includes a 
synopsis of each 
session of the 
Proficiency 
Academy with 
some indication 
of how you plan 
to incorporate 
the information 
presented into 
your teaching, 
though lacking 
concrete steps. 

The report 
includes a 
synopsis of each 
session of the 
Proficiency 
Academy and 
how you plan to 
incorporate the 
information 
presented into 
your teaching.  

The report includes a 
synopsis of each 
session of the 
Proficiency Academy 
highlighting key points 
and important 
take-aways, and 
clearly demonstrates 
specific points on how 
you plan to incorporate 
the information 
presented into your 
teaching.  

Original 
Products 

Submission may 
not include 
original lesson 
plans, unit plans 
or performance 
assessments as 
outlined in the 
assignment 
above. These 
products do not 
or poorly follow 
the models 
provided in the 
Proficiency 
Academy and do 
not or poorly 
reflect the 
principles 
discussed. 

Submission 
includes original 
lesson plans, 
unit plans or 
performance 
assessments as 
outlined in the 
assignment 
above. These 
products 
somewhat or 
mostly follow the 
models provided 
in the 
Proficiency 
Academy and 
somewhat or 
mostly reflect the 
principles 
discussed. 

Submission 
includes original 
lesson plans, 
unit plans or 
performance 
assessments as 
outlined in the 
assignment 
above. These 
products follow 
the models 
provided in the 
Proficiency 
Academy and 
reflect the 
principles 
discussed. 

Submission includes 
original lesson plans, 
unit plans or 
performance 
assessments as 
outlined in the 
assignment above. 
These products 
strongly and clearly 
follow the models 
provided in the 
Proficiency Academy 
and strongly and 
clearly reflect the 
principles discussed. 

Quality of 
Submission 

Submission is 
slightly poor 
quality, poor 
presentation, 
very weak 
alignment to 
topics covered in 
the Proficiency 
Academy. 

Submission is 
slightly below 
average quality, 
below average 
presentation, 
weak alignment 
to topics covered 
in the 
Proficiency 
Academy. 

Submission is 
good quality, 
average 
presentation, 
alignment to 
topics covered in 
the Proficiency 
Academy. 

Submission is 
high-quality, thorough, 
clean presentation, 
clear and strong 
alignment to topics 
covered in the 
Proficiency Academy. 

 

 
 


