A Message from the 2026 MAFLA Annual Conference Chair and President-Elect

It is with great excitement and gratitude that | introduce myself as the President-Elect of
MAFLA and Chair of the 2026 MAFLA Conference. As a World Language educator for
over 15 years and now Director of World Languages in Medford Public Schools, | am
deeply honored to serve our community of passionate language educators.

Thank you to everyone who made this year’s conference, “To the Seal and Beyond,”
such a tremendous success. Your dedication to language education continues to inspire
and elevate our work.

Our 2026 conference theme, “Fostering a Sense of Belonging Through Multilingualism,”
reflects our shared belief that language is more than communication, it is connection,
identity, and inclusion. Together, we will continue to build classrooms and communities
where every language and every learner belongs.

We’re also excited to announce that the 2026 MAFLA Conference will be held on Friday,
October 30, and Saturday, October 31, 2026, at the Wellsworth Hotel in Southbridge,
MA. This new, more central location will make the event even more accessible for our
attendees.

Stay tuned for updates as we shape an inspiring program focused on connection,
inclusion, and professional growth.

Thank you for all that you do to foster belonging through muiltilingualism. | look forward
to working together to make 2026 our most meaningful conference yet!

Katia Marticorena

President-Elect, MAFLA
Chair, 2026 MAFLA Conference
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